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r 1 not mercy decaifs Mr, Dickinſon's Speech. 

was - uſher'd intq the World hy a — that 
K one is made to this of Me. Galla. But 
| ! as in that Preface, a Number. of - Aſperſions | 
| were thrown on our Aﬀemblies, and their Pra- 8 | 
— groaly miſre 1 it was —— 4 s # 


to wipe thoſe, Aſperſions 
838 an Res Fo State of a wr ec _ 
Miſrepreſentations. & 


| Tun Preface begins with 6 
| 4 1 whoſe Adminiftration will never be mentioned but with 8 
19 Diſgrace, in the Annals of this Province, was induced by 
. e, to which the World is neui no Stranger, 
' «© to ſundry Acts, &c. thus io mating; chat by-fouy | 
* unuſ baſe Bargain ſeeretly made, but after warils diſco 
* ver d, he was induc'd to them. -It is fit, therefore, 
without undertaking et ors all that Governor's Am- 
* niſtration, to ſhew what thoſe Conſiderations were. FEyer 
ence the Revenue of the Quit-rents firſt, and alter chat the Eg 
Revenue of Tavern Licences, were ſettled irrevocably on _ 3 
Preprietaries and Governors, they have look don thoſe 2 
as their proper Eſtate, —— wotOd * 
ligations to the People: And when they Aer wards cen 
curr'd in paſſing any uſeful —_— thay: conſidered them 
2 fo we ee 4or . | 
cularly paid. Hence _ the of Preſents/twice 
a Year to the Governors, at the claſe of each Sefliony 
+ In which Laws were paſt, given at the Lime of Paſſing. 
They uſually amounted to 2 Thouſand! Naunde por. | 
Annum. But when the -Governecs and. Apes dila- © 
ſo that Laws were not © paſs the Preſents —4 


6 a S ap hg e n | 


| +6 i 
| Fomotimes Aill ede d bens Dig dene . The, Governors 
Ta the Laws that were wanted, witho 


ure ff the Money, even all that they call'd- 4 che 
being fare of the Laws,--- Thence the Neceflity 2 0 


"nor the Aſſemblies give the · Menęey 


nference, in which, mutual Aﬀurances of 
1 aich mig bs A. giv n, that the T an Abs d 
ga hand in hand hat Name the impartial Reader w 


— to this Kind of Commerce, I cannot ſay : To 2 
t appears, an Extortion of more Money from the People, f. 
that to which they had before an undeubted Right, both 
by the: Conſtitution, and by Purchaſe: + But, there was 
0 other 8 . coul 80 to for the Commodity 
2 were ablig d to comply. Fime 

eftabliſh'd 2 8 and made it ſeem honeſt; ſo 
rer e 


>. went more, nly ta 
ror with — in managing 3 — 1 


him. The Fact is curious, as it ſtands recorded in 00790, N 


of 2742435 Sundry : Bills ſent up to the Govetnor for this 


Jar. '4. The Hauſe “ Ordered, That Thomas Leech, and 
* Edwatd M armer. wait upon the Governor, and acquaint 
him, chat the Houſe had long waited for his Reſult on the _ 
* Bills that lie before him, and deſire to know when they 
* may expect it. The Gentlemen return and report, that 
<. they waired upon-the Governor, and delivered the Meſs 
- ſage- of the Houſe according to Order, aud that the Gov 
<< ,veritor. was pleaſed to ſay, He had had the Bills long un- 
* der Conſideration, and waked the-Reſalt af the Houſe, Pak 


The Houſe well underſtood: this Hint; and immediately re- 


folv't into a Committee of the whole. Houſe, to take what 


Vas called the Governor's Support inta Conſideration, in 
which. they made, the Minutes ſay, fame Progreſs ; and the 
next 


it appears, that that Fr whatever it 
S 

wn this 3 + dPeakery 
| that as he 
has received Aſſurances af a good. Di i 
«, he thinks it incumbent. on him to n N 
*© Part; l neee t 1 n abs Elb which, 3s 4 
W 


4 
Aſſent, 2 Hands without any Anſwer. - 


* „ only . 


SES FSETIFODESEELLENES Liss 


* 
Fo 


Advantages to themſelves, oygr-and above what. was. 9g 


n 


n 


but 'd, Promiſe 
22 ar fare wa Bibs Jia, at comin heb I 


— 4 2 2, when they came to teſolve, on thi : 


Leport of the Jirnend Comutnitece, 60 ive the Mon 

uarded their Reſolves v perky 4. 9 9 
8 

on the Paſſage of ſuch Bills as now lie before the Gover⸗ 

<<, nor, the uſe of fuch B Bill,” and Tuch other' Bills as may 
© be preſented to him, during chis itting, there be PA 


4 him the Sum of Five Hundred Poundi.Reſolved alſo, | 
| * That on the Paſſage of ſuch Bills as now lie before. 


& Governor, the Naturalization Bill, and ſuch other Bills 7 2 
80 may be preſented to him this Sitting, there be raid 
+< to the Governor, the further Sum of One Thouſand Pounds, 
6 for the current Year's Support; and that Orders be drawn 
c“ on the Treaſurer and Truſtees of the Loan Office, purſu- 


“ ant to theſe Reſolyes.“ The Orders wert accordingly 


drawn, with which being acquainted, he appointed 3 
Time. to paſa the Bills, 9 dane with one Hand, 
while he. received the Orders in the other; and then with 


the utmoſt politeneſs, thank d the Houſe for the Fifteen Hun- 


dred Pounds, as if it had been a pure" Free Gi „and à mer 


mark of their Reſpect and Affection. 4 I thank you, Gen. 


„ tlemen, (ſays he) for this In/ffance of your Regard; which 
4 Tam - eaſed with, page gives an d -Prof 


<< pet of e. between me and the Repreſenta- 


ce tives of the People. This, Reader, is an exact Coupy 
terpart of the TLranſaction with Governor Denny; except 
that Denny ſent Word to the Houſe, that he would. paſs the 
Bills $3 they voted the Support. And yet, here was no 
Proprietary . Clamour about ribery, &c. And why fo p 
Why, at that Time, the Proprietary. Family, by Virtue of 2 
ſecret Bond they had obtained of the Governor at his Ap» 
. e with him the Sums ſo N of 


"oh Sohn a * 


Tuts -Reſervation of the P ietaries. they. were at that 
= a little aſham'd of, and therefore ſuch Bends week th 
* be Secrets. But as in every Kind of Sirining, fre 

eee leflens Shame, and increaſes Boldneſs, we find the 

Proprietaries ten Years afterwards, openly inſiſting on 1 0 


their Deputy: 5+ "Wherefore, (fay they, ).on'this 8 
Elo e e a 
eee, 88 * yaurleb 


/ 


= 


; 5 
- . ; { » o * 
* f a y J. £ ) 
on . 


. de yourſelves j*their Repreſentatives, that a5; by the Conſtly 
v tution, oun ContenT is NECESSARY to "their Lo 
BALE * at the ſame Time that they have- an undoulted Ri; br ta 

1 & ſuch as are neceſſary for the Defence and real 
s of the Country; ſo it will tend the better to Facilitate — 
* | „ ſeveral Matters which a be tranſacte with us, for 


| 05 their Repreſentatiyes to hebe a Regard to us and our 'In« 

| : . TxRESF;"-— Fhis was in their Deer, to the Repreſenta- 

| 55 the Aſſembly, Votes, December, 1 . Page 48] 

dn the Juſtice of their contributing to Fil an Expences, 

1 9 8 which 2 had refuſed. And on this Clauſe, the Commit- | 
1 tee make the following Remark ;---< They: tell us, their 

| $6 Conſent is nece/ſary to our Laws, ud that it will tend the 

<< better to-faci/;ate the Matters which mit be tranfited | 


x «with them, for the Repreſentatives to ſhew a Regard to 
a | their InTEREST : That, is, as we underftand it, thou n 
. < the Proprietarieg have 2 Deputy here, ſupported by the 
| 5 


<c Province, who, is, or ought to de, fully impowei'd to, 
— 4 paſs all Laws neceſſary r he Service of the Country ; yet,. 
ö 5 & before we can . Wen Laws, we muft facilitate their 
% Paſſage, <4 paying NM for the Proprietaries which. 
% they ought to pay, or in in Hae Shape make it their partiru- 
_ * lar InTErEsT to paſs them. We hope,” however, that i 
'« this Practice has ever been begun, it will never be continue 
4 in this Province; and that, ſince, as this very Paragraph 
allows, we haye an undoubted © Right to ſuch Laws, we 
* e ſhall always be.able to obtain them from the Goodneſs 
| «of our Schere n, without going to Market for them to a 
6 Subj ect. „— Time has ſhewn that thoſe Hopes were vain; 
they As been N to go to that Market ever ſince, di- 
rectly, or indirectly, or go without their Laws. The Practice 
Has continued, and will continue, as long as the Proprietary. 
Government fubliſts, 8 as between the oi and the | 


IP . 


* 0 D n 


F w hos th.” . 
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4 
* 
82 af 
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Conſtitution, for theſe our Bargain and Sale Proceed 
70 Legiſlation. TSS happy Country where eps and 
Fe what was your own before, can be had for Read 
| Tis another Addition tothe Value of Money, and of 2 
8 another Spur to Induſtry. Every Land is not ſo bleſs' d. 
There are Cöüntries bart princely Proprietor claims td 
. be Lord 'of all: ix your. on ſhall-not 
| only be wyreſted from you, dat he Money vou or 9-3 


ume 8 "Ts 
* 9 


* 


TY, | 

it. reſtor d . W wot 4 and, n „ 
much, being a ns of your being too 5 ou ſhalt is 5 4 
plunder'd of every hing that N A. Times are 2 If 
not come here yet: Your preſent Propr pave, never 
been more ag fo Deſence.of that Prop (a om IA infift ort 
850 Fighting in roperty, and paying the 

8.5 e or if their Eſtates mult, Lak 6 * 
be Ed end It; that the beſt of heir Lands HA be | 
5 higher than d Gurl ol Yun at e : 
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gains, bat paſs'd ſuch 4 pum as he hou t fit to Ro withs. 
dut any previous Stipulation of Pay for them. But then, 
When he ſay the Aſſembly et Fae de Pay ment he expect- 
ed, and yet calling upon him {ill to pals wr Oc bo Laws; he open 
ly put them in Mind of the Money, as a Debt due to him 
den Cute, In the Courſe of the preſent Lear, (fays | 
e, in his Meſſage of Jul. 8. 2763) * 4 great Deal of pub i 
„ Buſineſs hath been tranſactzd by me; and 1 believe, as 
de e e Laws enatted, as by any of in Predeceſſors in 
k the {ame Space of Time; yet IL have not underſtood, that any 
& Allowance hath hithert6 been made to me for my Support, 28 | 
& hath been cuſtomary in this Province.” The Houſe having 
then ſome Bills in hand, took the Matter i into immediate Conſide- 
ration, and voted him five Hundred Pounds; for whichan Order 
vr Certificate was accordingly drawn; and on the ſame Day the 
Speaker, after the Houſe had been with the Governo 228 
ported. That his Honor had been, pleaſed to give bis | 
© to the Bills, by enatting the ſame. into Laus; and My. 
«S peaker farther reported, that he had then, in behalf of 
de the > Hou, preſented their Certificate of _ Five Hime 
% Pounds to the Governor, who was pleaſed to fay, he was 
<6 obliged to the Houſe for the ſame.' ---Thus — fee ou 
Practice of purchaſing and ana Paying for Laws, is ' interwoven | 
with our Proprictry Cool 8 in the belt Times, * 
and under the beſt — * 4 alas poor Aﬀ/em-. 
-bly ! How will you — * .betwsen... theſe 
Rocks ?+ If;you — dor your Lat, and 9 
. ae noche. 3 8 cha dwin 
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| Jay, you are accus d of detaining the Goverrior's cuſtomary 
Bent, and dun'd as  heg B n that res 
ies to diſcharge ajult Deb 


"Ys Gordttor Bran: Chic, I ſhall be did, differs from 
| le ter che Acts he was induced to 4 "ep were, a8 the 
refacer tells us, co} to his Duty to every Tie of 
Honor and Juſtice.” Such is the a pefee de of pur 
and perhaps of all, her Languages, that notwith- 
ing we are. Furniſh d with Dictionaries innumerable, we. 
 Eannot Seile know the import of Words, "unleſs we 
know of what, Party the Man is that uſes them.----In the 
Mouth of an Afembly-m: or true Pettnſpluanian, Conttraty 
to his Duty, and to eff, Tie of Honbr and ce, would 
mean, the Feser W efuſal do paſs. Laws, Hows 
ever juſt ind he „Er taxing the ietary Eftate 4 
Refuſal con e Truſt repoſed in the Lieutenant © ho. 
or, by the oyal Oharter, to the Rights of che Peo 5 5 
Welfare it was his Duty to promote, and to the 
e of the Contract, ade between the 8 
Governed, when the uit · rents and Licence Fees were" eſta- 
d, which confirm'd whit the Proprietaries Call our 
Sable Rig bt to necelſary Laws. 9 che Mouth of the 
e or their Creatures, contrary 10 his Duty, and to 
y The of aſe and Honor, means, I wh ng Laws, con- 
Tar roprietaty Inflruttions ; e 
he had desu given to obſerve thoſe Inſtructi aro. 
ſtructions however, that were unjuſt and — OIrNs 
and Bonds that were illegal and void from the beginning. ” 


„ Nag 2 
a in an e in prev 5 
ie opal thoſe Acts. By the'Prefacet's Account of them, 
ou would think the Laws ſo.obtain'd were all bad, for be 
eaks of but ſeven, of which, fix he ſays were repeabd, ang. 
e ſeventh reported to be « eral WRONG and 
"UNJUST, and ought to 

4 Awmendments were made! in fact chere 


NWA, AU Of Pr 


* . - 28 
a £ IS „ 1 i a th —_——— 


* gs 


1:02 Tha A my — "An ery for . pr Majeſty, 
the Sum of Gne Hundhad Thouſand Pounds, Rtiking the fame 
ET 6 5 


E * = * 2 C 
< 9 1 — 2 2 == * * 
1 — — 5 44 * 2 or — # ** — 
1 4* N Neur.. «%% „„ „„ my. S „ 
* - 
* ” = 
. 


— 22 


rere nineteen of them; and ſ:veral of thoſe: muſt have: been 


All, examine this unjuſt Law, Article 


chey are repreſented. 


Nr "0 [- 3&6. hits ies hs. Bas he. bo. ton. hold. n „ dd . 5 oth 


2 - 
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145 0 : 
Laus, for even. the Preprictaries did not object u 
them. Of the eleven that they oppos'd, only ſix- were 8 
peal'd; ſo that it ſeëtus theſe good Gentlemen may them 
ſelves be ſometimes as wrong in oppoſing, as the Al- 


ſembly in enacting Laws. But the Words. fundamentally 
WRONG ang UNFUST are the great Fund of Triumph to the 
their Partizans. . Theſe their ſubſequent; - 


„ 


Proprietaries an Parti: + b eque 
Zovernors have unmercifully dinn'd in the Ears of the Aſ- 


ſembly on all occaſions ever fince, for they make a Part of + | 


near a Dozen of their Meſſages. They have rung the Changes 
on thoſe Words, till Ne werte Toth up to that NN La 
was fundamentally wrong and unju/t. in Six, ſeveral. Articles. 

[Governor's Meſlage, May 17th, 1764. }. inſtead of “ ought. 
to be repealed. unleſs. ſix Alterations or : Amendments 

could be made therein -A Law unjuſt in fix ſeveral Articles, 
muſt. be an unjuſt Law indeed; Let us therefore once | for 


by. Article , in order 


* * 


to ſee whether our Aſſemblies have been ſuch Villains ag 


2 is. . 


Tur firſt Particular in which their Lordſhips propos'd 
the Act ſhould be amended, was, “ "Phat the real Eſtates to 
be tax d, be'defined with Preciſion, ſo as, not to include 
tbe unſurveyed waſte Land belonging to the Eroprietaries. 
This was at moſt, but an Obſcurliiy to be eleared. up. And 


tho' the Lau might well appear to Ar e incer- 
NOW- our 


tain in that Particular; With. us, who better 
wn Cuſtoms, and tliat the Proprictarics - waſte unkuryeyed 
and, was never here eonſidered among Eftates real; ſubject to 
Taxation, there was not the. leaſt Doubt or Suppoſition, 
that ſuch Lands were included in the Words, “ all Eſtates 


%. 
« 


real and erſonal.“ The Agents therefore, knowing that 
the Aſſembly had no Intention to tax thoſe Lands, might 


well ſuppoſe they would readily agree to remove the Otcus 
AT»; i | s FT bots "4 Ker 4 8 S 74 | : 
— 1 $3 3 2 gb -- * 1 2 ; SLY * & + 1 1 7 Le . Ys 5 

; Bxrokr we go farther, let it be obſerv'd, That the main 
Deſign of the roprietaries, in oppoling this Act, was, to 


chat the Doctrine of Proprietary Exemption, which 


prevent their. Eſtates being tax'd at all. But as they knew 
they had 
_ endeavoured to enforce here, could not be ſupported there, 


Wey bent their waole Strength agaitiſt the Act on other Prin- 
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eiples to procure its Repeal, pretending grest willingneſs to 
ſabre to ant equitable Tax ; bur ih out of. 


. 


mere Malice; becauſe they had conſcienciouſly quitted ads 


teriſm for the Church ! were wickedly determin'd* to ruin 
them, to tax all their unſurvey'd Wilderneſs Lands, and at 
the higheſt Rates, and by that Means exempt themſelves and 
the People, and throw the whole Burden of the War on the 
Proprietary Family,---How foreign theſe Charges were from. 


the Truth, need not be told to any Man in . lvania.” 
And as the Proprietors knew, that the Hundred houfand 


Pounds of Paper Money, ftrack for the Defence of their enor- 


mous Eſtates, with others, was actually ifſued, ſpread thro” the 
nyt and in the Hands of Thouſands of poor People, 
who 

inhuman it was, to endeavour, by a Repeal of the Act, to 
ſtrike the Money dead in thoſe Hands , at one Blow, and 
reduce it all to Waſte Paper, to the utter Confuſion of all 
Trade and Dealings, and the Ruin of Multitudes, merely to 
avoid paying their own juſt Tax !---Words may be wanting 


to expreſs,---but Minds will eaſily conceive,---and never 


without Abhorrence |. * 


Tx ſecond Amendment propos d by their Lordſhips was, 
That the located uncultivated Lands belonging to the 
tc Proprietaries ſhall not be aſſeſſed higher than the loweſt 
* Rate, at which any located uncultivated Lands Ven any 


& to the Inhabitants ſhall be aſſeſſed.” Had there been any 


Proviſion in the Act, that the Proprietaries Lands, and th 
of the People, of the ſame Value, ſhould be taxed differently, 
the one high, and the other low, the Act might well have 
been call in this Particular, fundamentally wrong and unjuſt. 
ut as there is no ſuch. Clauſe, this cannot be one of the 
articulars on which the Charge is founded; but, like the 
firſt, is merely a Requiſition to make the Act clear, by ex- 
preſs Directions therein, that the Proprietartes Eftate thould 
not be, as they pretended to believe it would be, tax'd high+ 
in proportion to its Value, than the Eſtates of others. 
As to their preſent Claim, founded on that Article, „ that 
& the be/t'and mot valuable of their Lands, ſhould be tax d 


no higher than the wor/? and'leaff valuable uf the People's,” 


it was not then thought of; they made no fuch Demand, 
nor did any one dream, that ſo iniquitous a Claim would evet 
be made by Men who had D the Chas 


racters of Honorable or Honeſt, . Tis 


given their Labor for it; how baſe, cruel, and 


„ a i. tk} 2 


| 4.) 


Tun tint Partieutar was, « That all Lade der gin: 
& ed by, the Proprietaries-within Boroughs and Towns, be 
te deemed located uncultivated Lands, and rated accord- 
„ ingly, and not as Lots.“ The Clauſe in the Act that 
this relates to, is, And whereas many valuable Lots of 
„Ground within the City of Philadelphia, and the ſeveral 
Boroughs and Towns within this Province, emain un- 
improved; Be it enacted, &c. That all ſuch unimproved 
Lats of Ground, within the City and Boroughs afore- 
« faid, ſhall be rated and aſſeſſed, according to their Situ- 
. ation and Value, for and towards raiſing the Money 
| «© hereby granted.”---The Reader will obferve, that the 
3 Word is all unimproved Lots, and that all comprehends the : 
| _— belonging to the People, as well as thoſe: of the 
4 Proprietary. There were many of the former, and a 
ind Number belonging even to Members of the then Aſſembly; 
and conſidering the Value, the Tax muſt be proportiona- 
bly as grievous to them, as the Proprietary's to him. 
8 Is there among us a ſingle Man, even a Prop Rela- 
er tion, Officer, or Dependent, fo inſenſible of the Differen- 
ces of Right and Wrong, and fo confus'd in his Notions 
of juſt and unjuſt, as to think and ſay, that the Act in 
1e this Particular, was fundamentally wrong and wnjuſt? J 
believe not one,---W hat then could their Lordſhips mean 
eſt by the propos'd Amendment ?--- Their Meaning is eaſily 
ug explain'd. The Proprietaries have conſiderable Tracts of 
5 Land within the Bounds of Boroughs and Towns, that 
have not yet been divided into Lots: They pretended to 
a” believe, that by Virtue of this Clauſe, an imaginary Di- 
2 5 viſion would be made of thoſe Lands into Lots, and an 


extravagant Value ſet on ſuch imaginary Lots, 8 to 
the their Prejudice :---It was —. that no ſu Thiog 


o 
8 | 


r 


LEI 8 


e third Particular. How the Act was under- 

x» ſtood here, is well known by the Execution of it, before 

bs the Diſpute came on in England; and therefore befurę 
their Lordſhips Opinion on the Point could be given; of 

which full Proof ſhall preſently be made. In the mean 

Time it appears, that the Act was not an this Account, 

Fundamentally wrong and 72 * / | 9 
. 8 2 
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us fourth Particular is, That the-Governor's Con- 
If ſent and Approbation be made neceſſary to every Iſſiie 
% and Application of the Money to be raiſed by Virtue 
of ſuch Act. — The Aſſembly intended this, and tho't 
they had done it in the Act. The Words of the Clauſe 
being, That the Commiffioners named] “ or the ma- 
, jor Part of them, or of the Survivors of them, with the 
5 Conſent and A probation of the Governor or Commatt- 
„ der in Chief of this Province, for the Time being, 
„ ſhall order and appoint the Diſpoſition of the Monies 
| *6arifing by Virtue of this Act, for and towards paying 
be and cloathing two Thouſand ſeven. Hundred effective 
«© Men, &c.“ It was underſtood here, that as the Power 
of diſpoſing, was expreſsly to be with the Conſent and 
Approbation of the Governor, the Commiſſioners had no 
Power | to: diſpoſe of the Money toithout that Approbation: 
But their Lordſhips, jealous (as their Station requires) of. 
1 this Prerogative of the Crown, aànd being better acquainted 
18 with the Force and Weakneſs of Law Expreſſion, did not think 
bi tze Clauſe explicit enough, . unleſs the Words, and not 
_ otherwiſe, were added, or ſome other Words equivalent. 
This Particular therefore was no more, than another Re- 
guiſition of greater Clearneſs and Preciſion; and by no 
Means a Foundation for the Charge of fundamentally wrong - 


. Tur fifth Particular was, << That Provincial Commiſſ- 
d oners be named to hear and determine Appeals, brought 


* on the Part of the Inhabitants as well as the Proprieta- 

. | - 46 ries.” ---- There was already ſubſiſting a Proviſon for the | 
I Appointment of County Commiſhoners of Appeal, by whom 
[| 85 the Act might be, and actually has been, äs we ſhall pre- 


ſently ſhew, juſtly and impartially executed, with Regard to 


the Proprietaries; but Provincial Commiſſioners, appointed 


. 


i in the Act, it was thought might be of Uſe, in regulating and 
Fi ; equalizing the Modes of Aftefiment of different Counties, 
] where they were unequal; and, by affording a ſecond Ap- 
} peal, tend more to the Satisfaction both of the Proprieta- || \ 
4 ries and the People. This Particular was therefore a mere 
1 propoſed Improvement of the Act, which could not be, and 
i was not, in that reſpect, denominated | fundamegtally 
8 inn . OF 
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Wer have now gone thro? five of the ſix propoſed Amend 


. 


1efits, without diſcovering any Thing on which that Cen- 
Fre could be founded; but the ſixth remains, which points 

at a Part of the Act, wherein we muſt _— acknow- 
lege there is ſomething, that in their Lardſhips View of it, 


muſt juſtify their Judgment: The Words of the '6th Ar 


ticle are, „ That the Payments by the Tenants to the 
4 Proprietaries of their Rents, | ſhall be according to the 
6 Terms of their reſpective Grants, as if ſuch Act had 
< never been paſſed,” ---- This relates to that Clauſe” of 
the Act, by which the Paper Money was: made a legal 
Tender in „ Diſcharge of all Manner of . Debts, Rents, 
„ Sum and of / Sums of Money whatſbever, &c. at the 
Rates aſcertained in the Act of Parliament, made in the 

$ ſixth of Queen Anne. From the great Injuſtice frequeytly 


done to Creditors, and complain'd of from the Colonics, 


-by the vaſt Depreciation of Paper Bills, it was become a 
general fixed Principle with the Miniſtry, that ſuch Bills, 
"whoſe Value, tho“ fixed in the Act, could not be kept 
fixed - by the Act, ought not to be made a legal Tender 
in any Colony, at thoſe Rates. The Parliament had be- 
fore paſſed an Act to take that Tender away in the four 
'New-England Colonies, and have ſince made the Act ge- 
meral. This was what their Lordſhips would therefore 
have propoſed for the Amendment. But it being repre- 
ſented, That the chief Support of the Credit of the Bills, 
Was the legal Tender, and that without it they would be- 
come of no Value; it was allowed generally to remain, 
with an Exception to the Proprietaries Rents, where there 
was a ſpecial Contract ſor Payment in, another Coin.— 


It cannot be denied, but that this was doing Juſtice to 


the Proprietaries, and that had the - Requiſition been in 
favour of all other Creditors alſo, the ' Juſtice had been 
equal, as being general. We do not therefore preſume 
to impeach their Lordſhip's Judgment, that the Act, as 
it enforced the Acceptance of Bills for Money, at a Va. - 
Iue which they had only nominally and not really, was in that 


\ Reſpect fundamentally wrong and unju/!,— And yet we believe 


the Reader will not think the Aſſembly ſo much to blame, 


when he conſiders, That the maki Paper Bills a legal 


Tender, had been the univerſal -, e in America for 
more tlian threeſcore Vears. That there was ſcarce a Co- 
lony that had not practiſed that Mode, mere or 1 — 


30 
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Thar it find always been thought abſolutely. neceſſary! in. 


order to give the Bills a Credit, and thereby obtain from 
them the Uſes of Money. — That the Inconveniencies 
were therefore ſubmitted to, for the Sake of the greater Conve- 
niencies. That Acts innumerable of the like Kind had been 
approved by the Crown. — And, that if the Aſſembly 


* 


Prietaries, _ made them alſo a legal Tender to them- 
ſelves, and all their Conftituents, many of whom might 
ſuffer in their Rents, &c. 2s much, in- proportion to their 


Eſtates, as the Proprietaries. But if he cannot on theſe . 


Conſiderations, . quite excuſe the Aſſembly, what will he 
think- of. thaſe Honourable Proprietaries, who when Paper 
Money was iſſued in their Colony, for the common De- 
fence of their yaſt Eſtates, with thoſe of the People, and 


who muſt thererefare reap, at leaſt, equal Atvantages from 


hoſe Bills with the People, could nevertheleſs wi to be ex. 
empted from their Share of the unavoidable Diſadvantages. 
Is there upon Earth a Man beſides, with any Concep- 


tion of what is honeft, with any Notion of Honor, with 


the leaſt Tincture in his Veins of the Gentleman, but 
would have bluſh'd at the Thought; but would have re- 
jetted with Diſdain ſuch undue Preference, if it had been 
offered him ?— Much leſs would he have ſtruggled for it, 
mov'd Heaven and Earth to obtain it, refolv'd to ruin 


Thouſands: of his "Tenants by a Repeal of the Act rather 


than miſs of it;“ and enforce it afterwards by an audaci- 
ouſly wicked Inſtruction, forbidding Aids to his King, and 
_ expoſing the Province to Deſtruction, unleſs it was com- 
plied with. And yet, Theſe are HONOURABLE _ + 
8 ; 1 . % HERE 


This would have been done, and the Money all ſunk. 


in che Hands of the People, if the Agents, Benjamin Franklix 
| otuneariy, Wick. 


and Robert Charles, had not 8 and v 
out Authority from the Aſſembly ſo to do, but at their 
own Riſque, undertaken that thoſe Amendments ſhould be 


made, or that they themſelves would indemnify the Proprieta- 


Ties from any Damages they might ſuſtain for want thereof. 

An Action, which, as the Prefacer ſays in another Caſe, © Poſe. 

. terity perhaps, may find a Name for,” 1 
+ Ir is not eafy to gueſs from what Source our Proprie- 

taries have drawn their Principles. Thoſe who ſtudy Law and 

Juſtice as à Science, have ęſtabliſh'd it a Maxim in . 
a ; 4 


2 
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made the Bills a legal Tender at thoſe Rates to the Pro- 
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Shapes, to that juſt Principle, by 
fundamentally wRonG and web An Injuſtice, th 
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Heat then we have had a full View of the AMY 
In uſtice; about Which there has been ſo much inſolent 
Triumph But let the Proprietaries and their diſerdet De 
puties hereafter recolle& and remember; that che ſame. 
auguſt Tribunal, which cenſured ſome of che Medes and” 
Cireumſtances of that Act, did at the ſame Time eſtaa 


bliſu and confirm the Grand Principle of the Act, iz. 


That the Proprietary Eſtate ought, with other Eſta _ 
to be taxed :---And thereby did in Effect determine 
pronounce, that the Oppoſition fo Bog 7 1 in various 


roprietaries, wal 


were not, Ike the Aſſembly, under * Neceffity of cotn- 
mitting for the public Good ; dag her Neceffity but 
what was imposd on them by t baſe © Paſſions that 
act the Tyrant in 2 8 wel —— ende 
and their Avarice. 5 

FE nave frequently mentioned the equitable Tritentions 
of the Houſe, in thoſe Parts of the Act that were fup- 
pos'd obſcure, and how they were underſtood here. A 
clear Proof thereof is found, as I have already ſaid, in 


the actual Execution of the Act; ; in the Bxecution f it 


before the Conteſt about it in England, and therefore before 
their Lordſhips Odjections to it hu « Reng ——When' the 
Report came over, and was laid before the Houſe, one 
Year's Tax had been tevied ; and the Aﬀembly, confci- 
dus that no. Injufffee had been intended to the: Proprieta- 
ries, and willing to rectify it if any ſhould-appear, appoint- 
ed a Committee of Members from the ſeveral Counties, to 
examine into the State of the Proprietaries Takes thro? 
the Province, and nominated on that Committee, a Gen- 
tleman of known Attachment to the Proprietaries, and 
their Chief Juſtice, Mr. Alten, ts the end that the ſtrict- 
won nigh de made Then apart” wh as 
.— 


— 


257 Fo 2 entire 2 Fi, ad. And fo conſiſtent 

is this with the” common Senſe of Mankind, that even our 

8 ou t Coblers and Porters feel the Force of-it in 

EY 275. — n 1 8 
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fo Wr "the: 8 appoitted: to enquire into; * 
conſider the State of the Proprieta Taxation thro! 
„ the ſeveral Counties, and report the 7 ha to the Houſe, ' 
« have, in purſuance of the ſaid. Appointment, carefully ex- 
d& amined the Returns of Property, and compared them 
« with the reſpectiye Aſſeſſments thereon * through: 
5 the whole Province :—and find, 5 

0 Fixer, That no Part of the unfupreyct ali 8 
« belonging to the Proprietaries, have in ny n 
2 peep. Arden n * Eſtates new. wh wy 

3 SxconDLy, "That : Cons us the. Joouted uncultivated 

Lands, belonging to the Proprietaries in ſeveral Coun- 
ties, remain unaſſeſſed, and are not, in any County, 
c aſſeſſed higher than che Lands under like r ee 
0 belonging to the Inhabitants. 


by Tumprv, That all Lands, not granted by the Pro- 
| 4. prietaries, within Boroughs and Towns, remain untax- 
ed, excepting in a few Inſtances, and in thoſe they are 


& rated as low as the Lands which are WO: in - * 
* faid Boroughs and Towns. 


Fo Tur whole of the TERA Tax of eighteen Pence 
& in the Pound, amounts to - — - - 4. 566 4 10 
Ay the Sum of the Tax on the * | 4 

<« Hicants for the ſame Year, amounts, thro!” 27,103 12 8 
« Lahe ſeveral Counties, 9 05 5 


0 & Aud it is the Opinion. of your 7 hed 7 ob that there 
5. has not been any Injuſtice done to the Proprietaries, or 
5 Attempts made = rate or aſſeſs any Part of their Eſtates, 
<< higher than the Eſtates. of the like Kind belonging to 
| 80 the Inhabitants, are rated and aſſeſſed;---but on the con- 


<« trary, we find, that their Eſtates are rated, in — 
FM © "Inſtances * others. 


* Thomas Leech, George Albridęe. 
, . Emanuel 3 
amuel Rhoads. ; obn Blackburn. 
 forabam Chapman. Nil am Allen. 
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Tus Houſe 3 this ere to * 
—— when he after wards preſs'd them. . make the 


: * alia < 


7 


ſtipulated Act of Amendment; acquainting him at the ſame 
Time, that as in the Execution of the Act, no Injuſ- 
tice had hitherto been done to the Proprietary, ſo, by a 


Yearly Inſpection of the Aſſeſſments, they would take 


Care that none ſhould be done him; for that if any ſhould 
appear, or the Governor could at any Time pbint out to 


them any that had been done, they would immediately 


rectify it; and therefore, as the Act was ſhortly to expire, 
they did not think the Amendments neceſſary.— Thus that 
Matter ended during that Adminiffration.—And had his 
' Succeſſor, Governor PENN, permitted it ſtill to fleep, we 
are of Opinion it had been more to the Honor of the Fa- 
mily, and of his own Diſcretion.— But he was pleas'd to 
found upon it a Claim manifeſtly unjuſt, and which he was 
totally deſtitute of Reaſon to ſupport. A Claim, that the 
Proprietaries % and mof? valuable located uncultivated 
Lands ſhould be taxed nos higher than the war and aft 
valuable of thoſe belonging to the Inhabitants : To enforce 
which, as he thought the Words of one of the Stipulati» 
ons ſeem'd to give ſome Countenance to it, he inſiſted on 


uſing thoſe very Words as ſacred, from which he could 


„ neither in Decency or in Duty,” deviate, tho“ he had 
agreed to deviate from Words of the ſame Report, and 
therefore equally ſacred, in every other Inſtance. A Con- 
duct which will. as the Prefacer ſays in Governor Denny's 
Caſe, forever diſgrace the Annals of his Adminiſtration. + 

Never did any Adminiſtration open with a more prom#- 
ing Proſpect. He aſſur d the People, in his firſt Speeches, 
of the Proprietaries paternal Regard för them, and their 


ſincere Diſpoſitions to do every Thing that might pro- 


mote their Happineſs. As the Proprietaries had been 
pleaſed to appoint a Son of the Family to the Govern- 
ment, it was thought not vobkey that there might. be 
ſomething in theſe Profeſſions ; fo | 

bably chuſe to have his Adminiſtration made eaſy and 
agreeable, and to that End might think it prudent to 
withdraw thoſe harſh, diſagreeable and unjuſt Inſtructionz, 
with which moſt of his Predeceſſors had been hamper'd : 


c ; 


The Aſſembly therefore believ'd fully, and rejoic'd ſincerely. | 


; e E They 
— | _— — 2 3 : L 
I For a fuller Account of this Diſpute, the Reader is re- 
fer'd to the News-Papers and. Votes of Aſſembly.. r 
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| — They how'd the new. 6 every Mark of Rete | 


and N. 7 * that was in their Power. They e and 


Ehearfully went into every Thing he recommended to, 
them. And d when he and his Aut ority were inſulted _ 
indanę 


by a lawleſs m murdering Mob, and their 
Friends, took Arms at his Call, and B themſelves 
round him for his Defence, and the Support of his Govern- 
ment. — But when it was found that thoſe miſchievous 
Inſtructions ſtill ſubſiſted, and were even farther extends 
ed; when the Governor began, unprovok'd, to ſend the 
Houfe affronting Meſſages, ſeizing every imaginary Occa- 
ſion of reflecting on their Conduct; when eve other 
Symptom appear'd of fixt deep-rooted | Family Malice 
which could but a little while bear the unnatural C over- 
ing that had been thrown over it, what Wonder is it, if 


all the old Wounds | broke out and bled afreſh, if all 


the old | Grievances, ſtill unredreſs'd, were recollected; 
if Deſpair ſucceeded of any Peace with a F amily, that 
could make ſuch Returns to all- their Overtures of Kind- 
neſs ?—And when, in 'the yery Proprietary Council, com- 
s'd of ſtanch F riends of the Family, and blofen for 
their ont to it, *twas obſerv” that the old Men, 
6 Kings, Ch ap. 12.) withdrew themſelves, finding their 
pinion Lighted, nd that all Meaſures were taken by 
the Advice of two or three young Men (one of whom 


too. denies his Share in them) is it any Wonder, ſince 


ike Cauſes © produce like Effects, if the Aſſembly, 
notwithſtandin all their Veneration for the firſt Prop ri- 
etor, ſhould fay, with the Children of Iſrael under > 
ſame Circumſtances, "//hat Portion have we in Davin, or 


Inheritance in the Son of J ESSE : To your Tents, O ſjrael ! 


Unves theſe * e and a Conviction wi 
while ſo many natural Sources of Difference ſubſiſted be, 
tween Proprietaries and People, no Harmony in Govern- | 
ment bow long ſubſiſt; without which, neither the Com- 
mands of the "Crown: could be executed, nor the public 


Good promoted; the Houſe reſum'd the Conſideration of a 


Meaſure that had often been propos'd in former Aſſem- 


blies; a Meaſure that every Proprietary Province in 
America had, from the ſame Cauſes, found themſelves 


oblig d to take, and had actually taken or were about to tak, ; 
. an , 


4 „„ mM hd Ran , 
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55 a Meaſure that had happily ſucceeded, wherever it 


Was taken; I mean the Recourſe to an immediate Roy- 


Government. | 


* 


Tux therefote, aftera thorough Debate, and making no leſs 


 thantwenty-fiveunanimous Reſolves, expreſſing themanyGrie- 


my 


vances this Province had long laboured under, thro* the Propri- 


© Etaty Government; came do the following Reſolution, viz. 


. ResOLVED; MNemine contradicente, 


„ TrarT this Houſe, will a journ, in order to conſult 
&* their Conftituents, whether an humble Addreſs ſhould 
«© be drawn up, and tranſmitted to his Majeſty, praying; 
„that he would be praciouſly pleaſed to take the People 
of this Province under his immediate Protection and 
Government, by compleating the Agreement hereto- 
<&, fore made with the firſt Proprietary for the Sale of the 
« Government to the Crown, or ' otherwiſe as to his Wiſ- 
8 dom and Goodneſs ſhall ſeem meet.“ e e 


K* © HIS they vaderad to be. made public, and it was pub- 


liſhed accordingly, in all the News Papers ; the Houſe then, 
adjourn'd for no. leſs then ſeven Weeks, to give their 
Conſtituents Time to conſider the Matter, and- themſelves 
an Opportunity of taking -their, Opinion and Advice. 


Could any thing be more deliberate, more fair and open, 


or more reſpectful to the People that choſe them? 
3 Receſs, the People in many Places, held 
little Mettings with each other, the Reſult of which was, 


that they would manifeſt their Sehtiments to their Repre- 


ſentatives, By petitionitis the Crown directly of themſelves, 
and requeſting the Aſſembly to treriſmit and ſupport thoſe 
F 8 2 Petitions.— 


— 
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* Theſe ords, cc by comipleting the Agreement,“ Kc. r 
omitted by the honeſt Prefacer, in his Account of the Re- 


ſolve, that they might not interfere with His Inſinuation of the 


Meaſure's being impracticable, Have the Proprietors, by 
* any Act of theirs, forfeited the leaſt tittle of what was 
„granted them by his Majeſty's Royal Aunceſtors? Or can 
* they be deprived of 'their Charter Rights without their Con- 
« ſent ?” & c. Senſible, that theſe Queitioas are imperugent/ 
if thoſe * Rights are already fold: T "+171 
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Petitions.—At the next Meeting, many of theſe Petitions 
were delivered to the Houſe with that Requeſt; they were 
ſigned by a very great | Number of the moſt ſubſtan- 
tial a Ai and not the leaſt Intimation was receiv'd by 
the Aſſembly from any other of their Conſtituents, that, 
the Meaſure was diſapproved, except in a Petition from 


an obſcure Townſhip in Lancafter County, to which there 


were about forty Names indeed, but all evidently ſigned 
by three Hands only.—W hat could the Aſſembly infer _ 
from this expreſs'd Willingneſs of a Part, and Silence of 

the Reſt; but that the Meaſure was univerſally agreea- 
ble? They accordingly reſum'd the Confideratzon of it, 
and tho a fmall, very ſmall Oppoſition then appear d to 
it in the Houſe, yet as even, that was founded, not on 
the Impropriety of the Thing, but on the ſuppos'd un- 
ſuitableneſs of the Time, or the Manner; and a Majo- 


tity of nine tenths being ſtill for it, a Petition was drawn 


aprecable | 
——_ ee e - — — — 
1 The Prefacer, with great Art, endeavours to repreſent 
this Number as infignificant.---He ſays the Petitioners were 
but 3500, and that the Province contains near THREE HUN-._ 
DRED THOUSAND _ SOULS ! His Reader is to imagine 
that TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY-SIX THOUSAND- 
FIVE HUNDRED of them were apply'd to and refus'd to 
fipn it.--The Truth is, that his Number of Souls is vaſtly-ex- 
aggerated. The Dwelling Houſes in the Province in 1752 did 
not exceed 20,000. . Political Arithmeticians reckon generally 
but 5 Souls to a Houſe, one Houſe with another; and there- 
fore, allowing for Houfes fince built, there are not probably 
more than an Hundred. and ten Thouſand Souls in the Pro- 
vince : That of theſe fcarce 22,000 could with any Propriety. 
be Petitioners.<---And conſidering the ſcatter'd Settlement of 


the Province, the general Inattention of Mankind, eſpecially 


in new Countries, to public Affairs; and the indefatigable 
Pains taken by the Proprietors new. Allies, the Preſdyter jan Clergy. 


ef Philadelphia, (who wrote circular Letters to every Congre- 


gation in the County, to deter them from petitioning, by du- 
tiful Intimations, that if we were reduc'd to a Royal Govern- 
Ment it would be the Ruin of the Province,“ *tis a Wonder 
the Number (near a fixth Part) was fo great as it was. But 
if there had been no ſuch Petitions,” it would not have been 


| material to the Point, The Aſſembly went upon another 


Foundation. They had adjourned to conſult their Conſtitu - 
ents, they return'd fatisfy'd that the Meaſure was agreeable 
to them, and nothing appear'd to the contrary, | 


/ 
* 


e 
- | agrecable to the former Reſolve, and order d to be tranß; 
| - mitted to his Majeſty, © EF Ra 


. BuT the Prefacer tells us, that ' theſe Petitioners for 2 
4 Change were 2 Number of raſh, ignorant, and inconfiderate 
|; People,” and generally of a /-9w Rank. To be ſure they were 
; not of the Proprietary Officers, Dependants, or Expectants, 
| and thoſe are chiefly the People of high Rank among us ;— .. 
5 but they were otherwiſe generally Men of the beſt Eſtates 
1 in the Province, and Men of Reputation. The Afembly 
who come from all Parts of the Country, and therefort 
0 may be ſuppos'd to know them at leaſt as well as the 
ö Prefacer, have given that Teſtimony of them. But what 
N is the Teſtimony of the Aſſembly, who in his Opinion, 
: are . equally raſh, ignorant, and inconſiderate with the Peti- 
| tioners?—And if his Judgment is right, how imprudently and 
contrary to their Charter have his THREE HunDRED | | 
TrovsanD Souls acted in their Elections of Aſſembly- 
men theſe twenty Vears paſt; for the Charter requires = 
them to chuſe Men of mo/t Note for Vittue, Wiſdom, and 3 
Ability ! „ Ht 1 | | 


|; } 
Bor theſe are n engroſs'd, it feems, by the 
Propri Party.—For they 5 WISER and ie | 
% Part of the Province had far different Notions of this | 
« Meaſure, They con}idered, that the Moment they put "| 
e their Hands to thee etitions, they might be ſurrendering 
up their Birthright.“ I felicitate them on the Honor they - BF 
have thus beſtow'd upon themſelves, on the ſincere Compli- _ 
ments thus given and accepted, and on their having with fach 
noble Freedom, diſcarded the ſniveling Pretence. to Mode- 
ſty, couch'd in that thread-bare Form of Words Though we 
ſay it that ſhould not ſay it. But is it not ſurpriſing, that during 
the ſeven Week Receſs of the Aſſembly, expreſsly to con- 
ſult their Conſtituents on the Expediency of this Meaſure ; 
and during the fourteen Days the Hole” fat deliberating on 
it, after they met again; theſe. their Viſdms and Better- 
neſſes ſhould never be ſo kind as to communicate the leaſt Scrap 
of their Prudence, their Knowledge, or their Co ation, to 
their raſh, ignorant, and incon/iderate Repreſentatives ?—Wiſs 


do.a in the Mind is net, like Money in the Purſe, dimi- 


niſh'd. by Communication to others. They might haue 
lighted tp our farthing Candles for us, without leſſening the 


CRT „ WOW. 
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ſerv' d the Coun 


poſſible, during his own Life-time. They accor 


8 1 
| Blaze of their own, Flambeaux,—But they ſuffer d our Re 


done, and the Petition ſent to the King, praying him to tak? 
the Government of this Province into his immediate Care, 


oO 


whereby, if it ſucceeds, . our glorious Plan of public Liber 
* 'ty&and Charter Priyileges is to be barter'd away,” and 
we ate to be made Slaves forever 


[Cruel Parfimony ! 
to refuſe the Charity of a little Under/tanding,--when Gon 
had given you ſo much,--and the Aſſembly begg'd it as} an 
Alms !—O that you had but for once re member'd and ob- 

C1 of that wiſe Poet; Pope; where he ſays; 


i Be Niggards of Advice on no Pretence : 
For the worſt Avarice is that of Senſe.” 

Im the Conſtitution of dur Government, and in that of 
one more, there ſtill remains a Particular Thing that 
none of the other American Governments have, to wit, 


the Appointment of a Governor by the Proprietors, inftead 
© of an Appointment by the Crown. This Particular in 


Government, has been found inconveflient, attended with 
Contentions and Confuſions where- ever it exiſted, and has 
therefore been gradually taken away from Colony after 


Colony, and every where greatly to the Satisfaction and 


Happineſs of the People. Our wiſe firſt Pfoprittor and Foun- 
der, was fully ſenſible of this, and being defiroits © 


leaving his People happy, and preventing the Miſchiefs that 


he foreſaw / muſt in time ariſe from that Circumſtance, 
if it was continued, he determined to take it 2 ö 

5 ordingly 
entred into a Contract, for the Sale of the Proprietary 
Right of Government to the Crown, and actually recei- 
ved a 


ntatives to 20 on in the Dark, till che fatal Deed wa! 


F 


Sum in Part of the Conſidetation.----As he found | 


himſelf likely to die, before that Contract (and with it 
his Plan for the Happineſs of his People) could be com- 
pleated; he carefully made it a. Part of his laſt Will 


and Teſtament, deviſing the Right of the Government to 
two Noble Lords, in Truſt that they ſhould releaſe 
it to the Crown. Unfortunately for us, this has never 
yet been done. And this is merely what the Aſſem- 
bly .now deſire ts have done,---Surely be that form'd' 


our Oonſtitution, muſt have underſtood it.---If he Had 
imagin'd chat all our Privileges depended on the Proprietary 
1 c nos Th $549 5 3 N 


Govermment,.. 1 
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Se N nment, will any one ſuppoſe that he would him« 5 

elf have meditated the Change, that he would have taken 

Tuch effectual Meaſures, as he thought them, to mic + | 
u 


about ſpeedily, whether he ſhould live or die? Will 
any of thoſe who now extol him ſo highly, charge him 
t the ſame time with the Baſeneſs of endeavouring thus 
to defraud his People of all the Liberties and Privileges 


he had promiſed them, and by the moſt ſolemnm Charters f 
and Grants aſſur d to them, when he engag'd them to aſſiſt 


him in the Settlement of his Province ? urely none can 


be ſo inconſiſtent! And yet this Proprie Right of G- 


verning or appointing a Governor, has, all of a ſudden, 


chang d its ature; and the Preſervation of it, become of ſo 


much Importance to the Welfare of the Province, that the 
Aſſembly's only Petitioning to have their venerable Foun- 
Wall executed, int& 

the Good of his People completed, is ſtil'd an © Attempt 
& to violate” the Conſtitution for which our Fathers plant- 
ed a Wilderneſs; to barter away our glorious Plan of pub- 
« lic Liberty and Charter Privileges ; a riſquing of the 
<« whole Conſtitution ; an offering up our whole Charter 
Rights; a wanton ſporting with Things ſacred,” &c.— 


. 


g PLEASANT, ſurely it is, to hear the Proprietary Parti- 


zans, of all Men, bawling for the Conſtitution, and affecting 
a terrible concern for our Liberties and Privileges. They 
who have been, theſe twenty Years, curſing our Conſtitution, 
declaring that it was no Conſtitution, or worſe than none; 


and that Things could never be well with us, till it was 


new-modell'd, and made exactly conformable to the Britifh 
Conſtitution, They who have treated our diſtinguiſhing 


9 as ſo many Ulegalities and. Abſurdities; who | 


have ſolemnly declared in Print, that though ſuch Privileges 
might be proper in the Infancy of a Colony, to encourage its 
Settlement, they became unf? for it in its grown State, and 
ought to be taken away They, who by numberleſs Falſhoods. 
' propagated with infinite Induſtry, in the Mother Country, 


attempted to procure an Act of Parliament for the actual de- 


prin a very great Part of the People of their Privileges :— 
They too who have already depriv'd the whole People, 


ſome of their m6ſt important Rights, and are daily endeavours . 
ing to deprive them, of the reſt Are theſe become Patrio 97 
and Advocates för our Conſtitution? Wonderful Change! 


Altohiſhing Converſion . 


protect 


1 


e Contract he entered into for 


— will the Wolves then 


totally deſtitute of all other, — 


protect che Sheep, if they can but perſuade em to ei 
y ef 


| up their Dogs ?---Yes ;---The Aſſembly. would deſtro 


their own Rights, and thoſe of the People; and the A net 
rty 1-- 


5 5 Partizans are become the Champions for Libe 


et thoſe who have Faith, now make Ule of it: For if | - 
rightly defin'd, the Evidence of Things not ſeen, certainly never 
was there more Occaſion for ſuch 1 the Caſe being 


N 


Ir has been long obſerv'd, that Men are, with 
that Party, Angels or Demons, juſt as they happen 
to concur with or oppoſe their Meaſures, And I menti- 
on it for the Comfort of old Sinners, that in Politics, as 
well as in Religion, Repentance and Amendment, tho? 
late, ſhall obtain Forgiveneſs and procure Fayour.------ 
Witneſs the late Speaker, Mr. Norris, a ſteady and con- 
ſtant Qppoſer of all the Proprietary, Encroachments, ' and 
who, for thirty Years paſt, they have been therefore” con- 
tinually abuſing, allowing him no one Virtue or good 
ity. . whatioever ;----but now, as he ſhow'd Coe 
nwillingneſs to engage in this preſent Application to the 

n, he is become all at once the faithful! Servant 
but let me look at the Text, to avoid Miſtakes---and indeed 
+ was miſtaken.—-I thought it had been 77 ul Servant 
ef | the Public; but I find *tis only—of the Houſe. Well 
choſen, that Expreſſion, and prudently guarded, —The for- 
mer, from a Proprietary Pen, would have been Praiſe too 
much, only for diſapproving the Time of the Application. 
Could you, much reſpected Sir, go but a little father; 
and diſapprove the Application itſelf ;* could you but Tay, 
the Proprietary Government is a good one, arid ought to be 
continued; then might all your political Offences be done 
away, and your ſcarlet Sins become as Snow and Wool; 
then might you end your Courſe with (Proprietary) Honor. 
Ein d ch your funeral Sermon, and $—the Poi- 
ſoner of other Characters, embalm your Memory. But 
thoſe Honors you will neyer receive; for with N 
Health and Strength, you will be found in your old Poſt, 
rm for your Country). N BY 


3 Tuxzz is Encouragerapat too. for oung Sinners. Mr. 
Dickenſon, whoſe Speech our Preficer as introduc'd to. the. 
World, tho long bated by ſome, and diſregarded: by * 


25 0 


* 


- 0 


— p 
5 
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Md, could have known beforehand, that à Speech which * 


\ ' x 


reſt of the Proprietary Faction, is at once, for the fame Rea, 
fon as in Mr. Norris Caſe, become à Sage in the Law, 
and an Oracle in Matters relating to our Conſtitutionn E 
Mall not endavour to pluck ſo much as a Leaf from theſs 

the young Gentleman's Laurels, I would only adviſe hint 


carefully to preſerve. the Panegyrics with which they hae 


adorn'd him: In time they may ſerve to conſole him; by 
balancing the Calumny they ſhall load him with, when he 


does not go through with them in all their Meaſures: He 


will not probably do the one, and they will then aſſureda 


ly do the other. — There are Mouths that can blow hot 


as. well as cold, and blaſt on your Brows the Bays theit 


Hands have plac'd there. — Experte cred Roberto. Let but 


the Moon of Proprietary Favor, withdraw its Shine for 4 
Moment, and that ** great Number of the print;pal Gentlemen 
of cage who apply'd to. you for the Copy of your 
Speech, ſhall immediately deſpiſe and'defert'you.— 


THoss principal Gentlemen 1 What x Pity it is that their 
Names were not given us in the Preface, together with 
their admirable Letter! We ſhould then have known where 
to run for Advice, on all Occaſions, We ſhould have 


known who to chuſe for our future Repreſentatives. For = 


undoubtedly, theſe were they that are elſeyher called; *© ths 
«© WISER and BETTER Part of the Province? u 


they never heard, and a Copy of which they had never ſeen, 


but were then requeſting to, ſee, was a ſpirited Defence, 
and * of our Charter Privileges; and that. “ the Publica- 
tion off it would be of great Utility, and give general 
Satisfaction.“ -No inferior Sagacity could diſcover, that the 


Appointment of a Governor by the Propriętor, was one of 
our . Charter Privileges ;” and that thoſe who oppos'd the” 


Application for a Royal Government, were therefore. Patriot 


Mende, rern mn the Bj of ber Pivileges andyour 


Urrekty to confound the Aſſernbl and ſhew the Ex- 

cellence of Proprietary Government, the Prefacer has extract- 

; * from ba ww Ee me gave from Time to 
Time beſtqw'd on the Proprietor; in their Addreſſes to 

his Sons. And tho Audreſſts are — — beſt 
Reæpeſitories of Hiſtorical TYuthy we muſt nat in this ay rn 
Tas EV OE $ a b 5 | TS N 7 
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. 4 xxvi. 1 155 
1 2 2 their 3 Nubert. That theſe | er I on ts Fe- 


Mer, tho”. ſincere, have occur'd ſo frequently, was owing, 
MENS ever, to two Cauſes ; Firſt, a vaia Hope the Aﬀlem- ' 
dlies entertain'd, that the Father's Example, and the Honorg 
one his Character, might influence the Conduct of the 
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} . Secondly, for that in attemptin r compliment the 
I __'  Sons.on their own Merits, there was s found an ex- 
| * treme 2 12 of Matter, —— Hence, he” Huber, the honored 

be dead bonorable ther, was ſo often repeated, that the Sons 


. _ "themſelves grew lick of it; and have been heard to ſay to 
Dach sther with Dig he W AS, oy 7 yy 
Lorne wait em wit on 1ome ic UCc- 
5 . T0 Por ws fall bear more about our Father.” 

at, bat: me Prefacer, who perhaps Was unac- 

need with 3 that if he hop'd to curry more 

abr r with the Family, by the Inſcription he has . fram'd . 
* Man's fonument, he may find himſelf mif- 


260 much f in it of aur Father. 


. would erect à Monument to the Song, 
e of Aſſembly Which are of ſuch Credit with 
10 will farniſn Hi mple Materials for his Inſcription. 


To 8avs im Trouble, I will eſſay a Sketch for him, 


* the Lapidary Stile, tho moſtly in the Expreſſions, and 
222 where in the Senſe and nd of NY» Re- 
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5 Let Hu 3 ond Com cation, ; 
5 88 2 ork own Ince, 
And the whole Brith Empire 
Fere engag d in a bloody and moft experive War, 
Its = __ for the Defence of thoſe ne 
% 4 *-;> Gault yet r g 
5 2 Ne 8 ve 
Fo EY | otally or Partially | 
3 from Taxation, 
| 7 * al 9 den, 


5 Wee 5 vnde As 15 Gr, ; OE I . 
' To gain thus Point, ' They ; 
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ey, 
— 9 Fooliſhly and cruelly, by 


be a Tyrant and a 
tors er be very great, but his Preſumption in W 


* 


6 elusd 1 de reeſry Laws ; 
: | For the Defence of their 
And ſuffer d their Colony to 3 in hs „ Body 
| | Rather than abate. in the leaſt 
3 Of theſe their diſhoneft- Pretenſions . 15 | 
The 9 granted by their Father 
5 „ Wiſely and e | 
| 75 encourage he „ of de . 


2 8982 28 


Taking Advantage of public. Dinh, 

Have extorted from the Poleriry of thoſe 3 + 
And are daily endeavouring to reduce them” 575 

| To: the moſt abject iy of 1 

Tho' to the erg 7 52 890 Te Props ba 


— 


* . * 


In i 
The owe all Nad . dels and enjoy. | 
51 4.8 king 125 N 04 FY 
2 rah. t ef . Eo 
And an irrefragable- Proof, *. 1922 


That Wiſdom and Goodneſs' Ae 7 . 
Do nat deſcend with an Inheritance; 
But that ineffable Meanneſs Re may 


May be connected with unbounded Fortune. F: | 4 
Wnar hn avails it to the Honor of the preſent Pro 
prietors, that our Founder, and their Father, gave us Pri- 
vileges, if they, the Sons, will not permit us the Uſe of: 
them, or forcibly rend them from us ?—David may have 
been a Man after Gop's own Heart, and Salomon the wi 
ſeſt of Proprietors and Governors; but if. Rehoboam will 
, who can ſecure him the Aﬀecs - 
tions of the People !—The Virtue and Merit of his Anceſc a. 


on tho 


I LAMENTED a few Pages ago, that w. we were not. 255 
2 with the Names of thoſe 2 Gentlemen the 
eg and better Part of mo: Province, I. now Ds: 

2 


alone, may. be much greater,— 
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5 Votes and Proceed ; of the Houſe of . 8 
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Who has no Intereſt * 


ties agai 
plies are neceſſary to be rais d for — Defence, can you 
PRO no Difference, between hang a Royal Governor, 


14 8 


8 we PAR foie time or other to know - dna; 
for a: Copy, of a Feen to the King is now beforę me, 
which, from its Gimilarity with their Letter, muſt be of 


their inditing, and will probably be recommended to the 


People, by their leading up the Signing. 


Ox this Petition 1 ſhatt take the 3 of. alin 3 
few — as they will fave me the Neceffity of Fol 
lowing farther the Preface, the nn of this and that 
being nearly. the fame. wp 


Fr "bg ih + onal Nene, fr the Pon, 


which they own the have not ſeen, and of Words that 


are not in it, and a relatin very imperfectiy and un- 


. the Fact n wo 6 Tot * 
1 it which is of no D 
forth, Thit—As w were > gs Sub 


“ jets mull be e F Ks ere and ap- 


cc ed © 
proved *by your © Majeſty * the beft Recommendation. 
<< that can 44 obtained of them, we cannot perceive our 


6 Conditign in this ReſpeR to be different from our 
<< Fellow- ubjects around us, or that we are thereby leſs 


„under your Majeſty's particular Care and Protection, than 
<<, they are, line tae ca _ be no Governors of this Pro- 
40 vince, without your Majeſty's immediate Approbation. and 


* Authori c eclaration hgh the ewi/er Part 
of the Province, is reafly a little ſurprizing. at 


When Diſputes concerning Matters of Property are daily 
between you and your Proprietaries, cannot your 


. 4 of thoſe Diſpu inted by a Royal Governor 
e, ; 10 ng them ap- 

pointed b 4 the Proprietaries themſelves, the principal Par- 
nt you, and during their Pleaſ et When Sup- 


tee to promote his Majeſty's Service, by a ready Aſſent to 


Four Laws, and a Proprietary Goyernor, ſhackled by In- 
| Musen, forbiddirig him to give that Aﬀent, - untefs' ſome? | 


ö Advanta e is obtain'd, ſome Profit got, or unequal 
for their Eftate, or fome Privilege wreſted 


from ou 1 en Prerogative, that in other Governments 


only uſed for the Good TG ern nn. ſtrainedte de 
: 5 8 


f rr 


77: hg þercetve the 1 Difference, between having the 


3 extreme, and uſed th their Prejudice, and the Proprietaries 
2 Benefit, can you perceive no Difference? When the direct 
Hand immediate Rays of Nen benignly and mildly ſhine 
e on all around us, but are tranſmitted and thrown. upon us 

thro* the Burning Glaſs of Propri« 22 Government, can 
6 — Senſibilities no Difference ? —Shelter'd perhaps, in 


* roprietary Offices, or benum'd with Expectations, it Lo i 
— be you cannot. — But ſurely you might have known better 
t | than to tell his Majeſty, „ that there can be no Governors of 


this Province without his immediate Approbation. 
| Don't you know, who kndw ſo much, that by our bleſſed 

. Conftitution, the rietors themſelves, whenever they 

pleaſe, may govern us in Perſon, without ſuch Approbation ? 


The Petition proceeds to tell his Majeſty, „That the 
particular Mode of Government, which we enjoy under 
« your Majeſty—is held in the higheſt Eſtimation by Good 
Men of all Denominations among us, and hath brought 
„ Multitades of induſtrious People from various Pakts of 
e the World,“ &c.—Really l. Can this be from Proprie- 
_ tary Partizans? That Conſtitution which hay were for- 
cver cenſuring, as defective in a Legiſlative Council, de- 
fective in Government Powers, too popular in many of its 
Modes; is it now become fo eehte Perhaps as they 


have been — ing it theſe twenty Vears, till they have 
ſtript it of ſome of its moſt arable . «x 5 al- 
molt ſpoilt it, they now begin to like it. But then, it 
is not ſurely, this 9 Conſtitution that brought hither 
thoſe Multitudes. hey came before.—At leaſt, it was 
not that Particular in our Conſtitution, the Proprietary 
Power of Appointing a Governor, which attracted them; 
5 that ſingle Particular which alone is now in queſtion; 
which our venerable Founder firſt, and now the Aſſembly, 
: are endeavouring to change. As to the remaining valua- 
N ble Part of our Conſtitution, thè Aſſembly have been equally 
full and, ſtrong in exprefling their Regard for it, and pet- 
haps ſtronger and fuller ; for their Petition in that re- 
ct, is in the Nature of a Petition of Right, it lays Claim, 
tho' modeſtly and humbly, to thofe Privileges, on the 
Foundation of Royal Grants, on Laws confirmed by the 
Erowen, and on Fuffice and Equity ; as the Grants were 
he Conſideration offer'd to induce” them to ſettle, ank 
Which they have in à Manner purchas d "and paid for, by 
„ e 175 ecxecuting 
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excenting. Gat" Salemer we; n . 
any” ee N ; 
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_ Wrozvan FP 13 8 eum, was, 
when it was ſo much admir'd, let him peruſe that 
elegant farewell Speech of Mr. Hamilton, Father of our 
late Governor, when as Speaker he took his Leave of 
the Houſe, and of public Buſineſs, in 5739, — and hem 
Et him compare that Conſtitution witk the preſent. I 
Power of appointing public Officers by the ee 
the People, which he ſo much extols; 7 is, it now ? 
Even the bare naming to the Governor in a Bill, a trivial 
Officer to receive, a Light- houſe Dow... which could be 
conſider d 23 no more than a mere Recommendation, is, 
= a late Meſſage, ſtil d, “ An Encroachment on the Prero- 
4 gative of the, Crown. 1” Tha ſole 8 of raiſing and 
diſpoſing of the Pablic Money, which, he ſaya, was then 
lodged in the A that ineſtimable Privilege, II hat is 
_ of it? nch 5 by Inch they have been wreſted 
us, in Times of public Difires,.. and the reſt are 
U 33 Way.——1 remember to have ſeen, when 
overnor Hamilton was en 2g d in 2 Diſpute with the 
&Afﬀembly, on ſome of thoſe Points, a Copy of that Speech, 
which * was intended to be reprinted, with a Dedication 
to that honorable Gentleman, and this a from > Jon 
Ante 8 Verſes i in the Primer. | | 


We nd you bore 4 little Boot, . 

or you-to look ip ; | 
8 you may ſee your Father's Face, | 
RW bhp at gp ne 47 


Many a ſuch little Book has been ent by our Afem- 
blies to the preſent Proprietaries.— But they don't like to 
_ their Father's Face; it puts their OWN. out of Countenance, 


T Petition proceeds to fay, * That fuch Difagree- 
ments as have ariſen in this. Province, we have, beheld 


& with Sorrow, but as others around us ate not exempted F 
e ſtrom the like Misfortunes, de cap ly ud Means conceive 

40 them incident to the Nature of our Gevernment, which hath 
Men been miniſtred with remarkable Harmony: and - 
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or Diſputes that have been 60 
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* vd, enn be at no Loſs, in your great great Wifdcan, to diſcover 
' 6 eder ahh proceed from the above Cauſe, or ſhould be 


4 aſcribed to ſome others.” The Diſagteemants in 
are Proprietary Diſagreements in Government, 
to Proprietary private Intereſts.— And are not! the. 1 

8 around us, exempt from theſe Misfortunes t 
Can you, really, Gentlemen, by n Means conceive, chat Pro- 

prietary Government Diſagreements, ars incident to the Nature 
7 Propriectly: Governments ? Can they in Nature be inci- | 

ent to any other Governments?” If your M iſdums are ſo bard 
to conceive, I am afraid they will ous bring forth. But 
then our Government hath often been adminiſtred with 
< remarkable Harmony.“ Very true; as often as the Aſſem- 
bly have been able and willing to purchaſe that H 


and pay for it, the Mode of which has already been ſhewn. 


And yet that Word often ſeeins 'a*little unluckily choſen. 
The Flanſe that is often put out, ' muſt be as often lit Af our 


| Government hath often been adminiſtred with remarkable - 


Harmony, it hath as often been adminiftred with remarkable 
Diſcord: One often is as numerous as the other. And 


his „ Majeſty,” if he ſhould take the Trouble 
over our Diſputes, to which the ha, (to ſave 


themſelves a little Pains, modeſtly an d decently refer 


dim) where will be, for twenty Vears paſt, find 


but Proprietary Diſputes concerning Proprietary. Intereſt 
ee wich, N aroſe * 


them ?— 


TRE Pede begebe Hire his Majeſty, * That this 
Province (except from the Indian Ravages es) enjoys the 
moſt perfect internal Tran 8 775 1—Amazing — What 1—the 
moſt perfeftTranguglity I When — three atrocious 
Nies within a few Months When in two of them horrid 
Murthers were committed on twenty innocent Nerſons, and in 
che third, no leſs than one Hundred and forty like. Murthets 
were meditated, and declar d to be intended, with -as many = 
more as ſhould be occalibn'd by — 
ve krow that theſe Rioters and Murderers, have none of 
chern been puniſh'd, have never been 2 not 
"even been apprehended! When we are frequent] 
"they intend Kill toexecute theit- Auge . 
Protection of the King's Forces is 4 
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And why << except the Indian Ravages,” if alittle Intermiſſi- 
en is to be denominated © the moſt perfect Tranquility 75 


| for the. Indians too. have been quiet lately. Almoſt as w 


might Ships in an Engagement talk of the moſt perſect Tran- 
quility between, two Beadiides But © a Spirit of Riot and 


Violence is foreign to the general Temper of the Inhabi- 


« tants. I hope and believe it is the Aſſembly have ſai 
nothing to the contrary.—And | er, is. there not. too much 


aof it Are there not Pamphlets, continually written, and 
daily ſold in our Streets, to juſtify and encourage it ?—Are 


not the mad armed Mob in thoſe 0 inſtigated to 
imbrue their Hands in the Blogd of their Fellow Gens: 5 
—by: firſt applauding their Murder of the Indians, and then 


Tepreſenting the Aſſembly and their Friends as worſe than 


Lidiant, as having privately ſirr'd up the Indians. to murder 


the. white People, and arm' and rewarded. them for that 
Purpoſe ?---, Lizs, Gentlemen, villainous as ever the Malice 


of Hell invented; and which, to do ypu Juſtice, "bas | 
.— EY 


Bur your Petition 3 « That where fach 
„ Diſturhances have happened, ny ave been. ſpeedily 'qui- 


1 ran whom were they quieted ?—The two firſt, if 


they can be ſaid to be; quieted, were quieted only by the Riot- 


ers themſelves going! home uietly, ( that is without, any wi | 


terruption) and pe ere till (heit next Inſurrecti 


without any Purſuit, or & apprehend. any of them: 
And the th « was it. ue or was the. chief they in- 
2 tended prevented, or prevented, with- 


-the Aid. of the. ings ee the 
| I 4 "2 5 Fs Sn, Forres. 

arted? In ſome, fort, We all know 
p Nb ple. OE | a 32 
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with thoſe Murgerers, and that Impunity for their paſt Cri 
is to be the Reward” bf their Future ponticaſ Services 9 
but, ſays the Petition, „There are perhaps Caſes in 25 
„ Governments, where, it may not be poffible ſpeedily" to 
diſoover Offenders.“ Probably 9 is __ an Caſs 
in any Government where it is not 11 2 
ſuch a Diſcoyery ? There may be Caſes hee it is not 
ſafe to do it: And perhaps the beſt Thing our Govern- 
ment can ſay for itſelf, is, . that is our Caſe.— Th. 
only Objection to ſuch an Apology muſt be, that it would 
juſti 5 Part of the Aſſembly's Petition to the Crown 
. Which relates to the Weakneſs of our preſent Government. * 

STILL, if there is any Fault, it muſt be in the Aſſembly ; 
for, ſays the Petition, “ if the Executive Part of gur 
Government ſhould ſeem in an Caſe too weak, we conceive 
it is the Duty of the Aſſembly, and in their Power © to 
& ſtrengthen it. — This 58 however, you have juſt i 
deny d; Diſturbances you ſay, have been ſpeedily' dale 
ed, and the civil Cat ſibported;? Hand thereby you 
have depriv'd 5 inſinuated Charge againſt the Aſſembly 
of its only Suppo But is it not a Fact known to * all, 
that the Aſſembl Arad endeavour to ſtrengthen the Hands of the 
Government ? * at his Honour's Inſtance they pre ard and 
0 d in a few Hours, a Bill for extending hither the Act of 

arliament for diſperſing Rioters? That they alſo paſs d and 

pfreſented to him a Militia Bill, which he refus'd;unlefs Power 
were thereby given him, oyer the Lives and Properes'of th the 
Inhabitants, —— the public Good did not feguire, an 
which their Duty to their Conſtituents would not permit them 
to truſt in the Hands of ny wag Governor? 
You know the Points, Gentlemen. have been ugg 

ublic. Would 2 have h — ond Repre entatifes 
Loſe Poines ?1/-tha you in to give them up when 2 
the next Election cs are made bie «a "If ſo; 

tell it us hone(Hy beforehand; that we may know what, 
We: are iba u when we * en, an 15 — 
| zus co 
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> The Aſembly hike call'd- upon by the " Governor-for their! 
Choice on that Oecaſion; did in a Meflage, adviſe his ſen 
r, and examining the Magiſtrates of Lanegſſer County an 
rough, where the Murders were committed, in order 90 40 
ove) the Actors; but neither Naben. nor any e the other Mear 


ures Feconmended, were ever t roclamations ine 
9 2 te Pu dlimed, but ſoon diſcontiny'd, 
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With the ſame wonderful Sagacity with which you in ano- 


| Kher Caſe diſcover'd the Excellency of a Speeah. vou nevar =, 


heard,-.you-undertake: to chätacterize a Petition you | owt 


| Dane ſaw and venture to aſſure his Majeſty that. it is 


c exceeding. grievous in its Nature; that it by ng Means 
contains à proper Repreſentation of the State of this Pro- 
1 vince; god ig repugnant to the general Senſe of his pume-. 
& rous:and loyal Subjedts in it.” Are then his Majeſty's 
< numerous and loyal Subjects 'in-ftus: Province all as great 
Wizards as yourſelves, and capable of knowing Without ſceing 
It, that a Petition is repugnant to their general Senſe ?—But 
che Inconſiftente of your Petition, Gentlemen, is not ſo mith 
to be wonder'd at; the Prayer of it is ſtill more 8 
We. therefore moſt humbly. pray, that your Majeſty wou 
de be agen pleaſed wholly49 diſregard. the ſaid Petition of 
«© the Aſſeinbly.“ What! without Enquiry! | Without 
Examination] without a Hearing of What the * Aſſembly 
might ſay in Support of it! 10 e the Pecition? 
of your Repreſentatives in Aſſembly, . ee by other 
Petitions ſigned by Thouſands of your Fellow- — as 
loyal, if not as w/e and as pood-as yourſelves Would your 
wiſh to fee your great and amiable Prince, act a Part that 
could not become a Dey of Algiers *—2iN9-you; Who are Ame- 
nicans, pray for a Precedent af ſuch Contempt, in the treatment 

an American Aſlzmbly:! duch © total Diſregard” of 
ir humble Applications to the Throge ?—Surely ' your 

2 here have overſhot yourſelves.— But 38 Willen 

hews itſelf, not only in doing hat is rigat, but in confeffing- 
and amending what is wrong, I recommend the latter par- 


ticularly to your preſen: den fn, being perſuaded of this 


onſequence, That tao vou have been mad enough to ſign 
ſuch a Petition, you never will be Fools enough to preſent it. 


| Tarn is one Thing mention'd in the Preface, which 


T find: I omirted to take Notice of as I came along, the Re- 


fuſal of the Houſe to enter Mr. Dichen/on's Proteſt om their 


Minutes: This is mention'd in ſuch a Manner there, and in- 


the News Papers, as to inſinuate a Charge of ſome Partiality 


and Injuſtice in the Aſſembly.— But the Reaſons were 
merely theſe, That tho Proteſting may be a Practice with 
the Lord of Parliament, there is ae . it in che 


Houle of Commons, whoſe Proceedings are the Model fol- 
"i. 0: 48 40S ES RENE 7 „ 5 S728 
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| low'd Iz the Aſſemblies of America z that there i is. no Prece- 
dent of it on our Voteh, from the beginning of our preſent 
Conſtitution; and that A; introduting ſuch a Practice, wo 


be attended with Inconyenieficesz as the Repreſentatives | 


in Aſſembly, are not, like the Lords in Parliament, unac- 
2 to any Conſtituents; und would therefore fin 
it neceſſary for 5 owh Juſtification, if the Reaſons 
the wager ty for being again: a Meaſure, - were admitted 
in the Votes, to put there likewiſe the Reaſons that in- 
duc'd the . o befor it. Whereby the Votes, which 
- were intended only as a R r of Propoſitions and  Deter- 
minations, — be fill'd with the Dif putes of . 
with Members; and the public Buſineſs b be e & 
retarded, if ever brought to a period, 


a As THAT ' Proteſt was a mere Abſtratt of Me pickru- 
sox's Speech, every Particular of it will be found an- 
ſwer d in the following Speech of Mr. GatLowav, from 


which it z fit that I ſhould no — detain the Reader,— 


* 


: \ 


* 
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Advertiſement. 


T7 anda the following Speech to the Public 
Some account of that to which it was an an., 
ems neceſſary. 

During the Time of the ſeveral Debates reſpeing the 
Change of Government, Mr. Dickenſon ſeldom att _ 
and was abſent when the important one came on, whic 
i ſued in the Reſolve, to adjourn and conſult the People. 
At the next Meeting ſeveral Motions were made to bring 
this Reſolution to an Tſſue, and after great Deliberation, 
it was reſolved by-a Majority of 27 to 3, that à Com. 

ittes. ſbould be appointed to bring in the Petition to his 
ey 'to reſume the Powers of Government. But at 
none of theſe Debates and Reſolutions, was Mr. Dickenſon 
preſent, ibo be well knew, or at leaſt had great Rea- 
Jon to expect this Buſineſs was in continual 3 
this Time, and the Receſs of th * 
Mr. Dickenſon employed himſelf in colleBing his Sen- 
ziments in Oppoſition to ihe Meaſure, and in form ing bis 
"Thoughts into the beſt Order, and dreſſing them in the beſt 
"Language bis Abilities were capable of. And upon the - 
Firſt reading of the Petition, and not till then, bad "he 
in all this Time, entered into the Debate, or pubic 
Aeli ver d his Opinion reſpeHling the intended —_— 5 
Alter a Meaſure is 3 on in a Houſe of Te 
-giſlature, it is well known to be contrary to all Rule 
| 1 Order, to objeft to the Meaſure; otherwiſe 
_ Buſineſs cou'd never be brought to an Iſſue. Members 
may ſpeak to the Mode, but not Ko 

reſolved on. But this Rule, Jo ne T 
actions, was ' ſacrificed either to Me. Dickinſon's 1 
lence in not attending, or to his | Induſtry in forming bis 
© Speech. For be was N 10 * 4 „Bes, il- 


ſelf. 
of the Petititn, «be | 


In the Debate on the firſt lr 
attempted to deliver his Objefions ag 1 the 8 
- xenusz e re e 5 


N 


nfl a 1 . Menkers, 5 be was igel to re- 
treat to his Speech in writing, which, % fer A ſport Intres. 
dafory Apology, be rend in bis place, in a Aunner not the 
moſt deliberate. | | Bn 
e Made of proceeding, audabe Diff- 
1 ne the Memory ſo long and glahorate 8 
2 "las obliged;. and indeed Ae, the O ee 
the Author of the Jallowing 5 Speech, in taking bent Nat 
from. which, after Mr. Dickenſon had cancluded, 9 
to anſcwer the. Otjeftjons. Mer d againſt 5 RC NE: 4 
he Speaker. being J indi Ae. 4 he Debate was 


adjau rn d till next Y 
nc op 


Before the Adjournm 
— al informed ty the Sora 
bt to leave his Speech an the Table for abe Herd 
rag atm of 2 — * But this he ſeveral , 2 025 
in 2, that it was too incarr. in- 
_Gpefted; She be was repeatedly informed, th that none ward 
 Examin# it with V iet to make any critical Opſern, 
"on. the Stile or Method, but only to make themſenes geg 
e with the Subſtance. At length he was ee an fo 
\romiſe in the moſt * Manner, that | 
it to Mr: Galloway chat E arr, The Ge 
ne os tip ar, he iy He. 5 


5 


K dat. 


to 
ere again, . 3 "Xo N 4 975 
"oo been done with it ſince, to whoſe Care aud Correfion 


8 2 b. 9 hays er *. e 


3 


0 wn 


GS ADVERTISEMENT. 


=y 


Views it bas been publiſhed, the Preface APR it 


ſuſfcienth demonſtrates. © 


However, fince, the Art and ' Dreſs i in which it now ap- 


pears to the Public, very different from that in which it 
appeared in the Houſe, renders it little leſs than neceſſary, 


that the Public ſhoud know the Arg uments and Reaſons | 


which prevailed on the Members to * their former 
Reſolution, of proſecuting the Petition to the Crown ; 
the following Speech, in Subſtance the ſame that was offer- 
ed by Mr. Galloway, in. Anſwer to Mr. Dickenſon, talen 
from his ſhort Notes, and put into Order, is ſubmitted to 
the Conſideration of the Lovers and Supporters 7 public 
* le and good Government. " 
* 


* * 
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Page 35 line x1, after, which, read, tho' they. Page 9, Une 15, 


after, Circumftances, read, * arcd, Page 11, line 13, after, heard, 
pes them ; Line 15, dele the word, tho. Page 42, line 10, from 
te bottom, for, by, read, to, 


for, Species, read On Page 45. line 1, for, 5 read, aud. 
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| Mr. Galloway s SpER i Ge. 
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Mir. Svratth; ß, 
© N this important Debate, I ſhall not 


rity, or that my Conduct is actuated by 
an ardent Deſire to reſtore the almoſt ex - 


any Perſon 
to be determined by my paſt and preſent Actions, 


queſtion thoſe Points, I ſhall leave them 


againſt me, than 
all that I can ſay on the Occaſion. Should thoſe fail of 


duemonſtrating the rectitude of my Conduct, I am ſenſi- 
ble, the moſt ſolemn Profeſſions will not produce that 


% * 


\ 


& 


Effect; and by avoiding them, I ſpare «myſelf th 

Bluſh, and you "he Pain — : xo 
made by a Man on his own Actions. I therefore re- 
commend it to the Gentleman whoſe long 
Uniformity of Conduct, in ſu of Public Li X 
wou'd ws ſtood in no need 3 Aids, and Kids A 
contrary Behaviour, with the Judicious and Ii ial, will 
not receive the leaſt Advantage from thdm. . And it 
will alſo be but juſt in him to reflect, that if any 


the 
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take up the Time of the Houſe in 
making large Proteſtations of my Since- 


© pitig Liberties of my Country. Shou'd © 


that muſt ariſe from an Eulogy _ 


ng Perfor- 
mance I now tife to anſwer, to conſider that. a ſteady 


thing difagreeable to him, ſhould fall from me in 
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the Courſe of my Obſervations on what he has gad, 
he ought to i npute it to the manner in which he 
has treated a great Number of honeſt prudent Men, 
the long 1 of the i of the W 


" Tux Cenſure he has ſo liberally be owl. on a 
very great Majority of the Houſe, is too indecent 
to be paſſed over in Silence. When this important 
Affair bad been fully conſidered and debated; view- 
ed in all Lights, and fully determined by ſo great 
a Majority as nine Tenths in favor of the Meaſure, 
is it not ſurpriſing to hear our Conduct repreſented as 
flowing from a- © Tranſport of Zeal and Reſentment, 
e and violent Paſſions”.------- I know of nothing that 
can juſtify ſo unbecoming a Charge. This Houſe, 
Sir, has long ſubmitted to Proprietary Injuſtice, and 
from a eee impelling Neceſſity, has given up 
many important Points of the Liberties of the People. 
They have ſeen one Privilege after another, fſacrifi- 
ced without the leaſt Hopes of Recovery, and new 
Demands and Exactions every Day made. And at 
Length tired out with the continually increaſing Miſ- 
chiets conſtantly flowing from ay Union of great 
Wealth, with extenſive e ;p and after having in 
vain attempted every other Meaſhre for faving their 
Country from Ruin, they have reſolved to petition 


his Majeſty to reſume the Powers of Government in- 
to his own Royal Hands. W 


A. 
B- 


And. certainly, Sir, this Reſolution was 1 9 
being haſty or precipitate: The Meaſure had been 
often thought of and propoſed by the ſame Members 
in preceding Afſermbltes. 3 the laſt Sitting, it was 
frequently moved, and then ſolemnly debated. And 
yet ſo coolly and deliberately did they proceed, that 
they would not abſolutely determine on this impor- 
tant Point, without firſt adjourning to conſult their 
Conſtituens. The. e e was accordingly | 

made, 
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1 
made for ſix Weeks; and we are now returned to 
theſe Seats, fully convinced that our Conduct is ap- 
proved of by all the Friends of Liberty, and Lovers 
of Order and Government. Hence I co lude, that ; 
the Refolution of this Houle is not fo m Paſſion 
or Precipitation, but in cool Reflection, and ſalid 
Judgment; and that the Charge the Gentleman has 
_ againſt it, is as groundlels as it is indecent. 


af own, Sir, all Paſſion and nile Attachment; 
of every Kind, ſhould be baniſhed from. Public 
Councils. And that there are hes which do 
not ariſe from * Reſentment,” equally dan- 
us to the public Weal, and to > which it has 
—— fallen a Sacrifice. Such is the Paſſion 
of Ambition :----A reſtleſs Thirſt after Promotion; 
a Fondneſs to ſerve the Purpoſes of Power, from 
an Expectation of being rewarded with Poſts ” of 
Honor and Profit. Theſe equally blind the Under- 
ſtanding, captivate the Judgment, and deſtroy the 
pure Operations of Reaſon. ' And I cannot but with; 
the Gentleman was as free from theſe miſchievous 
' Paſſions, ſo frequently deſtructive of Public Liberty, 
2s the Maori of this Houſe is from thoſe with 
Which he has charged them with fo Ro — 
and Reſerve, S 


yy Sir, I will wn to 18 [ Mirits of. this 
Debate. -----The Gentleman contends, That this 1s not 
* 852 by: Time to petition for Relief from our Di- 
by a Change of Governors. But agrees, if the 
ge can take Plate with our Privileges: preſerved, 
2 4 it take Place inſtantly.” Thus confeſſing that 
2 Change is neceſſary, and yet in a few Mutes 
after, he poſitively affirms our Privileges are all ſafe 
<< now, and that we are in the full and peaceable En- 
joyment of them.“ A Declaration of this Kind, Sir, 
from a Stranger to 3 Ulurpations, 418 ud 
: | ave 
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have been ſcarcely ale : Berauſe a Lian ought 
to be acquainted with Facts before he poſitively deter- 


mines on them. But in a Gentleman ho has ſeen ſo 


many of our Rights fading and | expiring under the 
baleful Influence of Proprietary Amn an IIntereſt, 


. utterly unpardonable. There are but few, very 


indeed, even of thoſe who are moſt dependant on 
Proprietary Favor, but will acknowledge in private, 


where they dare to own what they think, that our 


Rights =& deeply waunded by the Arttzmpts of 
Power----Byt permit me to aſk the Gent'eman, if 
our Liberties are in ſuch a State of perfect Secu- 
rity, why is a Change neceſſary at all? Why ſhould 


it take place even now or hereafter ?--- I leave 


this n to him to reconcile. —l confeſs, 
Sir, Tanner do i. ; 


IIx is a ftale ad eommein Device, . Men 


are deſtitute of Arguments to ſupport an Oppoſi- 


tion to a neceſſary Meaſure, to uſe all their Force 
in perſuading to put off and procraftinate, But, Sir, 
IT am confident this Art will not fucceed now; for 
all that has been faid, has not tended to alter, 
but to confirm my Judgment, that now is the only 
proper Time to forward the Petitian. 


Thar there are * certain Periods, when Deſigns 


* may be executed much more eaſily and advantage- | 


* ouſly, than at any other; ¶ That a ſtrict Attention to 
« every intereſting Circumſtance is neceſſary; And 
* that we ought to wait until aner have ripen'd in- 


* to à favorable Conjuncture;“ I agree. All this 
has been done by the Afemblies of this Province, 
oe like the Parliament of England, after having 
poſed the moſt arbitrary Meaſures in vain, 


23 ayed every domeſtic Expedient to reſtore the 


ers of ber Country, e vo 


{ave 


* I # J 
fave her, but a Revolution.-----We- have often. as 
tempted to obtain Relief from Oppreflion, from tho 
- Proprietaries, but in vain.---They have forbid us even 
to addreſs them.----They have . refuſed to hear us. 
We have oppoſed their Meafures before the Privy- 
Council. We have been but partially relieved, 
occaſioned. entirely by their Miſrepreſentations; and 
now we find, from their increaſing Intereſt, unleſs 
we can effect a Ya at this Time, any future At- 
tempt muſt be ineffectual. We have conſidered eves 
ry ** Intereſting Circumſtance,” and find them all, 
«« rjipen'd up to this favorable Conjuncture.“ And 
in my Opinion, this is the only Time of petitioning 
with a Proſpect of Succeſs. My Reaſons are, The Pro- 
prietors, if they ſhould incline to oppoſe this Change, (as 
it 15 ,not certain they will, fince it is a Part 
the Propoſal, that a full Equivalent be made them) 
have not probably ſo great an Intereſt now to 
| ſupport their Pretenſions as they have had here- «01 
5 toforr, Death having removed two of their prin- N 
cipal Friends in the P— y C—1: Then as to 
our being deprived of any of our Privileges in 
the Change, I apprehend, there is not the leaſt Danger 
of it; The preſent Miniſtry, beſides the Diſpoſition 
q to mild and equitable. Meaſures which they have 
| .. already manifeſted, will undoubtedly be very cat- 
| Tous how they give any Handle to a virulent = 
| -poſition, by ſo great an Act of Injuſtice, as J 
2 depriving a free People of thoſe Privileges they have 
ſo dearly bought, Were they diſpoſed to do it, 
they can only do it through the Parliament, which 
is compoſed in Part of that very Oppoſition: Their 
Prudence therefore, as well as their Juſtice, will pre- 
vent the Attempt.- Again, at this Time, tbe 
A Nation has immenſe Tracis of Territory to form into 
new Colonies: By an eaſy and expeditious Settlement 
of choſe Colonies, the Wealth and W of the 
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Nation will be increaſed and extended. This can 
| only be done by granting to the Settlers particular Pri- 
J vileges, and greater Liberties than the People of our 
SP Mother Country and of foreign Nations enjoy in their 
| prefent State.----Sound Reaſon undoubtedly will recom- 
; mend this Policy. And ſhould they even attempt to 
[| deprive. of its Rights this Colony, which has fo 
Fo FD xemarkably flouriſhed, and now takes off ſuch vaſt 
| Quantities of Enzhfþ Manufactures, from no other 

Cauſe but her extenſive Privileges ;-----it will require 

but little Diſcernment to perceive, how great a Damp 
+ _ fach a Meaſure muſt give to all the Schemes for new 
| Settlements, and how ſenſibly the true Intereſt and 

ö 

| 

; 

| 

| 


Welfare of the Nation will be affected. 


_ Fairs, Sir, is not an imaginary Conjecture :----It is 

founded on Reaſon, and =; E The Colon 

of Barbados had, in the Opinion of the ableſt — | 

forfeited her Charter Privileges----And yet upon this 

Policy only, her Privileges were preſerved, as appears 
from the Extract read by a learned and worthy 

Member, from the Life of Lord Clarendon.* | 


| Bur it is ſaid, Men of the higheſt Character, (i 
380 reports ſay true) © are endeavouring to eſtabliſh Pro- 
|| = prietary Governments; and therefore ns may + 


The Caſe being thus fully tated to. the Lords, they con- 
e © fidered ſeriouſly amongf themſelves, what Advice they might _ 
8 *« reaſonably give his Majeſty. They were unanimouſly of 
| << Opinion, „ not to adviſe his Majeſty to cauſe the Patent 
| e to be called in Queſtion: For though they doubted not, 
| * upon the Opinion of his learned Council, that the ſame 
B % would be judged void and illegal; yet they did not think 
| * it a /eaſonable Time, when the Nation was fo active and in- 
1 duſtrious in [eſtabliſhing] foreign Plantations, that they ſhould 
g «« ſee a Charter or Patent queſtioned and avoided, after it had 
wh 1% been fo many Years allowed and countenanced, and under 
| Which the Colony hath ſo long flouriſhed, and was almoſt 
<< grown to Perfection.“ Life of Edu. Earl of Clarendon, Vol. 
II. page 940. | 9 T 
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cc more readily incline to favor Proprietary Meaſures.“ 


I much doubt the Truth of this Report----I rather think 


-Proprietary Governments are, by the Obſtructions to 
his Majeſty's Service, and fatal Conſequences to his 
Subjects, rendered ſo odious, that the Crown will 


chuſe to retain the Government of the Territories 


granted, in its own Hands, whatever Liberties it 


confer to promote the Settlements.— This certainly ia 


the moſt probable Conjecture — founded on a poſitive 
Declaration of his Majeſty's Miniſters. The Decla- 
ration was to this Effet ;------ That his Majeſty's 
Royal Prerogatives were not to be truſted to the 


« feeble Hands of private Individuals ; who were ever 


ready to ſacrifice them to their private Emolument.” -- 


Bur, Sir, ſhould this Report be true; would not 
common Prudence, or what is more powerful, private 
Inteteſt / induce theſe Gentlemen to obtain as y 
Privileges for all Sects of People, as would ſafely 
tend to encourage the Settlement of the Land granted 

them? Wou'd they not conſider, that the more Pri- 
vileges they could publiſh to the World, the more 
People would flock to their new Country, and the 

ſooner their Eſtate would become Valuable. This 


was the Policy of our firſt Proprietor. This enabled 
him to fell his Lands at twice as much as they are 


fold in any other Government. It was this that has 
ſo remarkably advanc'd, and fo ſpeedily perfected the 
Province we now repreſent. 5 


AxorRER Circumſtance unites to make this. Con- 
juncture the moſt favourable: We have a Sovereign 


whom the Member himſelf allows, is as © juſt, bene 
e yolent and amiable a Prince, as Heaven ever grant- 
“ed in his Mercy to bleſs a People?“ It is to him we 


petition : It is his Juſtice we implore, and his Vir- 
tue on which we rely for a Protection againſt the Op- 
| Preton 
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-prefſion of his private Subjects. To him we have fever 


applied before for Redreſs: And is he fuch a Cypher 


in the Government, that this important Tranſaction, in 


which the Rights of Thouſands of his Loyal Subjects, 
are concerned, will not come to his Notice? Is he poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſo much Juſtice and Benevolence, and will 


he permit ſuch Injuſtice to be done us, without Inter- 


fering? I cannot believe it. He has not me- 


rited this Charge: He has not appeated this No- 
thing in the Conſtitution: He has enquired into the 


Aggrievances of the Subject: He has redreſſed 
them: And the Miniſter on whom he much relies 
is a Man of acknowledged Virtue and Morality. In 
fort, he has hitherto, and will ſtill hear arid redreſs 
the Complaints of his Subjects upon every Principle, 
of 'Juſtice and Reaſon. Will ſuch a. Father of his 
People, when we aſk him. to ſeparate Power front 
Property; to take the Nomination of the Governor 
who is to rule his People into his Royal Hands, for 
the- Delivery and Safety of that People ; will he de- 
rive them of their Liberties ted by his Royal 
redeceſſors for a valuable Conſideration ? * Will he 


„ when we aſk Bread give us a Stone? when we aſk- 


* a Fiſh will he for a Fiſh give us a Serpent? or, If We 
1 aſk an Egg. will he give us a Scorpion? | 


Wrar then are we to fear from ſuch a Sovereign, 
and fuch a Miniſter? ---- When will the Period arrive, 
productive of ſuch a Number of fortunate Cireum- 
ſtances for our Deliverance?--- When will OY 
Power and Influence again receive ſuch a Shock as to 
loſe in a ſhort Time two of its principal Pillars? 


When are we again to expect ſuch extenſive Plans for 


the forming new Colonies and extending the En- 


55 Dominions? ---- When will the Safety of our 


rivileges be ſo naturally ſupported by the Nation's 


Welfare — 
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| Wind and when Goa Hiſtory apa 
we promiſe ourſelves. ſo jult, ſo good, and 
ous a e to do us Jultice Fg 


Ar what I have ſaid, boa orig ue Co Cale 
of the D. of Monmouth appear of the pre- 
ſe:t Aſlembly; and how = at a loſs for Abo 
ments muſt the Gentleman be, who is driven to 

' ſv h mappoſite Inſtances to ſupport his Cauſe ? -——- 
That Bube 2 being a Refugee in Holland, was made 
a Tool to the Art and Policy of others. He ſet 
up an idle Pretenſion to the Crown of Jamzs IL. 
and he landed with 80 private Gentleman at Lime, 
at a Time when the King was ſupported in the my 
eſt Manner by the Parliament, and no one fi 
Circumſtance to promiſe him Succeſs, In the 

tempt he failed, and no wonder. More appoſite 

5 Fur might be produced which . near the 
ſame; Period, to ſhew the Da 'Delays, from 

- the Miſchiefs that aroſe to the ation, by-the Parlia- 
ment's omitting to ſeize the fortunate Time of re- 
ſtoring the loſt Liberties of England: But Hole 4 
not ſuit the Gentleman s Purpoſe-. 


Ar the, End ef the Civil War; the 
dy to ſecure the Liberties of the, 
then like the Liberties of Pennſylvania” were hear 
- Expiring: But the Art and [Policy of wicked Men 
_ interfered and prevented At 1 Time of the 
Reſtoration, CA. II. Would have eo 3 with any | 
Terms for preventing the. Abuſe of Power, and 
Settling the Conſtitution on a rational and laſting 
| Foundation. But the Preſiyterians, out of Hatred to 
the Independants, joined the Rqynliſts in all their Mea- 
ſures of Power: This gave them ſuch additional 
* Strent ab. that inſtead of reſtoring the Liberties of 
their ountry, * renewed and continued their former 
8 Tyranny. 


a RE a 
Tyranny. 1 hope, Sir, the ſame Seck in this Pro. 
vince, will not a& the ſame indiſcreet Part: That 


. 


they will not attempt to ſacrifice the Liberties of Penn-- 


ſylvania to their private Animoſity: Or if th 
do, that the ſame fatal Effects will not attend their Ac- 


tions: The Spirit of Liberty, if properly exerted, will 
be ſtrong enough to fupport chis l for our Pre- 


ſervation. 
„ 


* 


Bur it 8 under theſe qiſtreſſing Circumſtances, 
when we have no proſpect of enjoying either Security of 


Perſon or Property, the grand and important Objects of 


all Government, we ought patiently to wait until 
Proprietary Influence ſhall be at an End. Had the 
Gentleman, who makes this Propofal, in the long Piece 


he has read in the Houſe, offered the leaſt Reaſon to 


| ſhew when that lucky Period would happen, or that 


it will ever bins while Proprietary Power and Pro- 


perty are united; or that it will happen before our inva- 
luable Liberties, and all that Engliſhmen hold in 
Eſteem, will be « conſumed, not in the Blaze of Royal 
Authority” as he aſſerts, but in the Sink of Proprietary 
Imjuſtice and Ambition, he would have afforded ſome 


| ſmall Comfort to the expiring Liberties of Pernſylvania. - 


But this he has not attempted, conſcious of the Vanity 

and Folly of ſuch an Attempt. Let us but conſider, 
that the Experience of Ages, fully demonſtrates Wealth 
to be the Parent of Power, the Nurſe, of Influence : 
And that an Increaſe in Wealth, will as. naturally be- 
get an Increaſe of Power and Influence, as an Increaſe 


of Velocity in the falling Stone will Por more 
certain Death. | 2 


3 


Loet us tale a View 5 the Proprietary Eftate, what | 
it was fifty, what twenty Years ago, and what it is 


now, and we muſt be convinced, that nothing can 


prevent their being the richeſt Subjotts in the Engliſh 


Nation. 


N 


. 
Nation : : And therefore Subjects of the greateſt lnau- 


ence and Power, and more likely in future to oppoſe 
with Succeſs, any Meaſures that may be taken againſt 


their Oppreſſion. Are we to expect the ſame Cauſe 
will not produce the ſame Effect, and that Wealth, 


by ſome Magick Charm in future, will, inſtead of 


producin Power, and Influence, bring forth its contra- 
ries ? If not, how vain and chimerical w the Ex- 
pectation that Proprietary Power and Influence will 
ever ceaſe ? As vain and chimerical as the Expecta- 
gon of a future Meſſiah to the deluded Jews. © 


Aup as to the Royal and Miniſterial Prejudices, 


we haye heard painted in a Light the moſt terrible 
and frightful to us, and the moſt irreverent and diſ- 
reſpectful to his Majeſty : Tho? they are repre ſented 
as fo ineradicably frxt, that nothing can remove them; 
1 own I entertain very different Sentimentſ of the 
Royal and Miniſterial Juſtice. Will hs Met and 
Miniſtry, upon a ſolemn Repreſentation and Proof of 
Facts, refuſe to lay aſide Prejudices, which can be 
eaſily made appear to be founded on Proprietary 
M.iſrepreſentations ?---Will the Royal Ear be deaf to 
Truth? or will it not hear at all? If we are 
heard, I am confident, nothing is more eaſy than to 
ſhew the Conduct of this Houſe has been founded 
on the ſtricteſt Loyalty to his Majeſty, and Regard for 
the People we repreſent ; and that the Obſtructions 
which His Service has heretofore met with, are en- 
tirely owing to Proprietary Oppreſſion and Injuſtige. 
Our Proceedings will demonſtrate, that the Aſſem- 
blies of this Province have ever been the firſt to vote 


a Compliance with his Majeſty's Requiſitions. r 


the ſubſequent Obſtructions to his Service have flow- 
ed from Proprietary Inſtructions, made in favor of 
their private Intereſt. That notwithſtanding thote 
Obſtructiens, in order te comply with the Roy 
c K-27 "of ©: 28 
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Orders, hs Rights of the People have 605 a 
wav'd, the Aids have been always granted, and even 
Terms Lr to common Juſtice.” Upon 2 
theſe Facts being fully proved, the Opinion I have of 
the Royal neſs and Virtue, will not permit me 
to aut; but all Prejudices, if any now re main, will 
be eaſily overcome, and the Province reſtor2d to 
her former Credit. 0 | 


BesiDes, when I conſider the 8 e of Peun 
Hlvania as the only Colony that has fully com- 
Dea with the General's laſt Requiſition, notwitli- 
ene the unjuſt Oppoſition given to it on tlie 
X os Proprietary : That many have nat 
eampbedd in any Degree; ſome but in Part, none 
fully but this Aſſembly, my Hope is not vnre2tonab)e, 
that former. Prejudices will' vaniſh, and our Cd 
and Big i in the Royal Eſteem. | | 


* ſo great a Reflection be thrown on his 
| ſty and his Miniſtry, as to aſſert, they are thus 
Majeſty thus blind to Juſtice and the Complaints of 
the Subject, in plain Terms; (fox it has been very 
fully inſinuated, that their preſght Prejudices, if any 
there be, cannot be overcome. --] anſwer, Sir, if this 
cannot be done now, there is not the leaſt Proſpect 
that it ever can be done.-----Every Day hereafter will 
bring on new Difficulties, and encreaſe the Power of 
Oppoſition----an4 to uſe the Gentleman's own Words, 
„ It is not to be expected that our Succeſs will 
* be greater, when our Opponents will have more 
« Dignity, more Power, and, as they. will think, 
te more Law on their Side. „This Conſideration 
alone points out the propriety of the preſent Tune. 


| Hezr, Sir, permit me to e the Gentleman 
entangles himſelf in another Contradiction. He firſt 
- ; contends, 


- 


ff 


/ 7 
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contends, this is the proper Time to petition, 
becauſe ProprietaryAnfluence DN Oppoſition, will at 
this Period, too heavy for us; and then he 
confeſſes, we are not to expect more Succeſs here- 
after, becauſe the Proprietaries © will have mote 
* 'Digiuty, more Power, and, as they will think, 
* more Law on their Side.“ 

Ir is notorious, the late miniſterial Cenſures, have 
not ariſen . from any unjuſt Conduct on our Parts---- 
But entirely from Proprietary Miſrepreſentations. 
The Attachment of Human Nature to its private 
Intereſt is too obvious in the Courſe of human 
Actions to be denicd----And the Degrees of thin 
Attachment always er.creaſe in proportion to the 
Wealch poſſeſſed-Creſcit amor nummi quantum ipſa 
pecunta creſcit. This is not Speculation, but what 
the Experience of many Years plainly diſcovers with 
reipect to the Proprictaries. From this Source ever 
Wii arite Proprietary Iuſtructions, arbitrary and unjuſt. 
A virtuous Legiſlature, I hope ever will fill theſe 


Seats, to the lateſt Ages. Their Virtue and Integrity 


will ever compel them to oppoſe Oppreſſion. That 
_ Oppoſition will create Delays and Obſtructions to 
his Majeſty's Service, and the People's Welfare. 
And will Ambitious Men, graſping at arbitrary 
Power, in Caſe of any Diſpute reſpecting thoſe Ob- 
ſtructions, lay aſide their Endeavours, in ſupport of 
their own Actions, to miſrepreſent our Conduct ? 
Will they forget the Arts of Deception ? They 
certainly will not; but will exert them with mors 
Ardor and Succeſs, in proportion to their Increaſe 
of Wealth, which will ſerve as a Weapon of In- 
fluence to encreaſe our Diſcredit, and the Miniſterial 
Diſpleaſure. Hence, Sir, I have not the Vanity to 
hope, that if we cannot now ſucceed in removing 
the Prejudices occaſioned by Proprietary Miſrepre- 
; | ſentations, 
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/ F#ntations, we ever ſhall ſee the Day, while the 
Powers of Government are united with immenſe 
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Mg” Prejudices againſt us will ceaſe. But I much fear 
a little Time will ſhew vs in the ridiculous Light 
that Horace ſhews his Clown, who meeting a River 


© Stream ſhould paſs him.“ 


Ruſticus exſpeFat dum defiuat anmis - at ills 
Labitur , et labefur in omne volubilis ævum. 


1 | Tur GSi further proceeds in his Poſſibili- 
| ties and Conjectures (for of them, an gf his Doubts, 
his Piece is entirely compoſed) and has \attempted to 


4; . > fecution of the Meaſure reſolved on- The Time 


Government may grow too heavy for the Shoulder 
„of a Subject; at leaſt too heavy for a Woman 
1 « or an Infant.“ This Houſe would have been 
=. * obliged to him, had he pointed out when theſe 
| | may-be's will come to paſs. And does he adviſe 

us then to ſubmit to our preſent State of Thraldom 
3 and Inſecurity, until the Government may grow too 
F heavy for the Proprietaries ?—— —Were I, with 
| the Gentleman, obliged to uſe ſuch flimſey Argu- 
c ments, for want of better, I might reply, this Time 
W may never happen; and thus oppoſe Poſſibility with 
Poſſibility. But Sir, I am not reduced to this fad 


— - l 


it will not happen.----Will not Proprietary Wealth and 


Government, in the ſame, if not a greater pfopor- 
tion ?---The Weight of Government cannot be en- 
creaſed but by an additional Number of Inhabi- 
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Property, that Proprietary Influence or, Miniſterial 


* 
i ein his Road, fat down on the Bank, to wait till the 
: 


= point out the Time when he wou'd adviſe the Pro- 


i} « may come (ſays he) when, the Weight of this 


Neceffity :----F have evident Reaſons to offer, why _ 


Influence daily encreaſe with the Weight of the : 


tants.---An Increaſe of People muſt neceſſarily aceu- 
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- ſcarcely Poſſibilities, ſhall happen, then it ſeems is the 


— 


„„ 


mulate the Preprietaries Revenues and Eſtate. An 


Increaſe of Wealth will produce an Increaſe of Power 


and Influence; and theſe will conſequently encreaſe 


the Breadth of the Proprietaries Shoulders, and ever 


enable him the better to bear the Weight of Govern- 
ment, by procuring more Aſſiſtance and Support. 


Bur © this Government mey be too heavy at leaſt 


for a Woman, or an Infant.” But how long are we 
to wait for theſe fortunate Periods future Genera- 
tions may expect them in yain---and what will be- 


come of all that the Good and Virtuous in the mean | 
Time hold dear and valuable ?---Mr, T. PrxN may 
die and what then? Ricuarp is alive.---But he 


may die. -But has he no Heirs ? He has ſeveral 


of Age, full of Health and Vigor, and as likely to 
live as moſt Men. But they may all die, unmarri- 


ed, and without Iſſue. Will not there yet remain the 
Children of T. PENN ?----But they, and every of them, 


may alſo die without Iſſue; and in ſuch Caſe, the Govern- 


ment muſt devolve on the Widow, of ſome of them. 


Is this what the Gentleman means? for he has not 


explained himſelf. If I am wrong, tis his fault, 
not mine. And after all theſe glaring Improbabilities, 
proper Time for a Change. 15 

I coxrEss I cannot diſcover the Force of this 
Mode of Reaſoning; but perhaps his own Mode may 


convince the Gentleman, and therefore for once 1 


will uſe it. Is it not more than probable this Wo- 
man may have as much, if not more, Art, Cunning, 
and Influence, than our preſent P------ies ? ----- May 
ſhe not marry a Perſon ee Weight, and ſuperior 
Diſtinction ?-----How then can this Period, f 


it ever arrive, be more proper than the preſent?— 
Proprietary Wealth and Influgnce will be encreaſed, 
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and abi the Thing more difficult and of Courſe 
the Time more improper. 5 | 


for, Is, if thoſe Poſſibilties Wound not 1 pen; 


we are to wait till all the Male part o the 


Proprietary Family arrived at t Age, fave one, ſhail 
die— And the Powers of Government fall de- 


| volye on an Infant.---I own, Sir, this Period ſeems 


as diftant and improbable as the other. But when 
it arrives, how is the Change to be effected. Here 
the Gentleman is agairr defective in Explanation. 
Is it to be by a violent Reſumption on the part of 
the Crown, without the Conſent of the Infant? for he 
cannot confent. If fo, our Privileges will be loft 
in the Confufion and Violence, with the Govern- 


ment. Is it to be done by a Suit in Chaneery, 


to enforce a ſpecific Performance of the ſubſiſting 


Contract between the firſt Proprietor and the Crown 12 
A Court of Chancery cannot make a final Decree. 
againſt an Infant, till he is of Age. 
is it to be by a Parliamentary Enquiry, and an 
Act of the "Britiſh Legiſlature, in Conſequence of 


in any Caſe: 


ſuch Enguiry ? If it is, the Rights of the People 


may be involved in the Enquiry, which the Mode 
intended by the Houſe is calculated to avoid. 


Hence, Sir, it appears, that this Period of all others, 


will be attended with moſt Difficulty to the Crown, 


and Danger to the Privileges we wiſh to have 
reſtored rom the Bonds of Proprietary c . 


Acai it is contended, © that the Proprietary 


„ Family may be fo cireumſtanced, at to be wil. 


< ling to accept of ſuch an Equivalent for the 
4 Government 1 — Crown, as the Crown may 
Ae willing to What theſe Circumſtances 


are, remains alſo a e to be unfolded. I con- 15 N 
cude; Sir, for I can think of no others, chat they” 
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are, when the Government ſhall be become of 
ten Times greater Value than at preſent, and when 
the Eſtate of the Proprietary Family ſhall be en- 
creaſed in a Ten-fold proportion to what it is now. 
But can the Gentleman tell us, why they may not 
Mbly be now willing to accept ſuch an Equiva-. * 
ent ? : ; 


Ar any of theſe Times, we are told, this Pro- 
« vince may plead the Cauſe of her Privileges. 
with greater Freedom, and with greater Probability of 
e Succeſs, than at preſent,------The Royal Grant, the 
Charter founded upon it; the public Faith pledged 
* to the Adventurers, &c. &c. may be all properl 
< inſiſted on.” —1I ſhould be glad to learn, why v3 
Things may not now be pleaded with equal Freedom 
and Succeſs. —— Will it be indecent to lay a true State 
of Facts before his Majeſty and Miniſtry?— Will 
it be treaſonable to inform them — That his Majeſty's 
Royal Predeceſſors, to encourage the Extenſion of their 
Dominions, granted certain Privileges to the firſt 
, Adventurers. That thoſe Privileges were enlarged . 
by the firſt Proprietor.— That the Privileges thus 
enlarged, were ratified and confirmed by the Crown, 
That the Royal Faith was pledged as a Security 
for the Enjoyment of them.—-That in Conſequence : 
of theſe Grants, his Briti/h Dominions have been 
greatly extended, and the Engliſh Nation benefited. 
That notwithſtanding all this, the Proprietaries and 
Sons of the firſt Grantee, actuated by Motives of © 
rivate Intereſt only, and. in Violation of the Royal 
aith thus plighted, had fo highly preſumed, as arbi- 
trarily to uſurp and diſſolve the moſt valuable of 
thoſe Rights.— That theſe Things had created ſo 
| great Dieſpedt and Contempt for a Proprietary G- 
4 vernment, that there was no longer any Security 
under it; whence his 4.25 good Subjects were 
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not only deprived of thoſe invaluable Bleſſings fa 
fully granted and confirmed to them, but that all 
Government was at an End, and the very Deſign 
of Society deſtroyed. And therefore, to intreat his 
| Majeſty to reſtore his good Subjects to their loſt 
Liberties and Freedom thus arbitrarily uſurped, by 
ſeparating Proprietary Power from Property, and by. 
reſuming the Nomination of the Governor into his, 
own Royal Hands, by inforcing a ſpecific Performance 
of a Contract, now hona fide ſubſiſting between him 
and the Proprietaries. This is a true State of the Facts, 
atm and not miſrepreſented, And will this 
be, as the Member, has aſſerted, © precluding our- 
« ſelves from every Office of decent Duty to the moſt. 
« excellent of Kings?“ Will this be treating his 
Majeſty with Irreverence and Diſreſpect ?—This, or 
tantamount, has been done to the moſt abſolute Mo- 
narch. Can a People give a more irrefragable de- 
monſtration of their Loyalty and Affection for their 
Sovereign, than to petition to be under his immedi- 
ate Care, and to implore his immediate Protection? 
And can an Application like this, be diſagreeable 
to his Majeſty, or to his Minifiry, ſo 2 45 
for the Advantage of the "has and the good 
of its Subjects? No, Sir, There is not the leaſt 
Danger or Probability of the Member's Prediction com- 
ing to paſs— That all will be imputed to a “ ſudden 
* Paſſion and Refentment againſt the Proprietors.” 


'T snovLD not, Sir, treat the Member with the Free- 
dom he deſeryes, if I did not aſſert that he has wilfully 
and diſengenuouſly misftated, in more Parts than one, 
the Ground and Cauſe of this Petition to the Crown. 
He has repreſented it as ariſin only trom our. 
differing with the Governor in 1 on the 
Stipulation reſpecting the Proprietaries located and 
uncultivated Lands. And as if all we complained 
of wi not of more Value than | two or three Fn 
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Pounds per Annum, for a few Years.--- Nothing carl 
be more unfair and deſtitute of Candor :--- And no- 
thing more evident of the higheſt Inattention and In- 
diſcretion, than to appeal to * our Reſolves,” ſo full of 
different Aggrievances, to ſupport this Repreſentation. 
Though this Aggrievance, Sir, itſelf, is a Thing ex- 
tremely unjuſt, and what a free People muſt with 
great Reluctance yield to; and yet was this all, I 
am confident this. Houſe would give up ſuch a Sum, 
and an Ffandred Fold added, to — 5 our Con- 
ſtituents to their loſt Liberty. But this is not the 
Burthen of our Complaints, and our Oppreſſions.— They 
are Things that affect the very Exiſtence of our Privileges 
and Safety. The very Reſolves he appeals to, muſt, 
when they are conſidered; cover him with Confuſion. 
'Tis arbitrary, Proprietary Inſtructions, inforced on our 
Governors; in manifeſt Violation of the Royal Grant, 
ſubverſive of the Powers of Legiſlature, our firſt and 
moſt eſſential Privilege, we complain of. . Inſtructions 
that prevent our ſhewing a cKearful Obedience to the [4 
Royal Orders, and our Loyalty and Affection to the- _ 1 
beſt of Spvereigns.--- Inſtructions that prevent our 
affording that Protection to the People committed to 
our Care, which it is our Duty to give, and their 
Right to receive. Inſtructions which - prevent our 
paſſing any falutary Regulations for the Public Safety, 
or the People's Benefit. — To which ſhould we ſubmit 
in Part, we ſhall foon be obliged to give up the 
whole, and be reduced to the ſervile Condition of the 
Parliament of Paris, or of the worſt of Slaves of the 
moſt abſolute Monarch. 3 
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Wi further complain, That the Increaſe of public 
Houſes, to an enormous Degree, merely to augment 
the Income of the Proprietaries Deputy, has cor- 
tupted the Morals of the People, to the great Scan- 
Aal of Religion and Government ;—has enervated and 

a | D 1 | untimely 
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untimely deſtroyed Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects: 

| whereby the People are diminiſhed, and the Govern- 

ment weakened; and that all our reaſonable Bills which 

have been preſented. to Proprietary Governors, for a - 
Redreſs, have been continually refuſed, from Motives 

of private Intereſt and Proprietary Inſtructions. 


Tur the Liberties and Properties of the People 
are 3 precarious, and dependant on the Will of 
the Proprietaries, by their inſiſting on the Nomination 
of the | udges, during their Pleaſure, who are to de- 
termine al! Cauſes Sona them and theit Tenants, 
the good People of this Province. 


Tur no Military Force can be obtaitied . for the 
Protection of the Subject from internal Tumults, and 


Inſurrections at Home, or from the common Enemy 
Abroad, but upon Terms the moſt arbitrary and un- 
= that will ende both the Lives and Ig a 

es 


of the People to the Will and Oe the 1 
r and their Deputies. 


Tursx intoleruble Miſchiefs, wah a Multitude of 
others well known to this Houſe; all ariſing from 
the Nature of Proprietary Intereſt and Govern- 
ment, are the true Cauſes of our Petition to the 
Crown. Miſchiefs which are daily increaſing, and 
will continue fo to do, while Power and Property re- 
main in the ſame Hands; and which will ſoon, unleſs 

foe remedied, reduce this poor Province to a 
Condition infinitely worſe than any of the Royal Go- 
vernments in wits, ſo much decried by = Gen- 

tleman, and the People to a State little better than 
abſolute Slavery. In thoſe Governments none of 
theſe Miſchiefs exiſt. We find in them, a full Free- 
dom and Power of Legiſlation—No Obſtructions to 
his RY 8 Service, a 2009S. Adminiſtration of 

Juſtice, | 


( 2x ) 


fultice, nd legally eſtabliſhed Source of Vice ed I 


morality, and a ſufficient Protection againſt all Tu- 
mults, Inſurrections, and Invaſions. Why then ſhould 

we. dread a Change, even luppoſing all his che 
rical Fears ſhould ; prove abſolute Realities. 


Lr us ſuppoſe, fays the Sende that his 


Majeſty will not accept of the Government, 8 
4 


as it will be ſaid, with Privi inconſiſtent 
Royal Rights. I cannot ink with him, this 
car is reaſonable : But ſuppoſe it reaſonable, 
worſt Conſequence is, that we muſt then remain, 
here he would have us remain, yet longer in our 
prefer Situation; for the Crown cannot take our 
rivileges from us, without an Act of Pann 
But were it in his Majeſty's Power, to deprive us 
of our Rights, He would certainly reflect, that thoſe 


Privileges, whatever they are, were granted and rati- 


fy'd by his Royal Predeceſſors.— That they are the 
Purchaſe of the People, never yet forfeited——That it 
will be an Act of Injuſtice and Violation of the 
Royal Faith to reſume them without the Aſſent of 
the Owners.—That ſuch Reſumption will deeply 
affect the Welfare of the Nation, and wife Policy 
of ſettling the extenſive newly-acquired Dominions. 
And has his Majeſty leſs Juſtice and Goodneſs of 
Heart, than his Royal Predeceſſors, who granted and 
confirmed theſe Privileges ? Will he violate their 
Covenants and Acts, which remain in full Force and 
Virtue? Or has he leſs Wiſdom, and will therefore 
damp the new Settlements imended of his now mort 
than ever extenſive Dominions, for the Sake of de- 
priving an affectionate People of a few Privileges moſt 
lolemnly granted and confirmed to them? 


Tut Gentleman thinks © the Petitions from is 


* People to the Crown, which Jones led belies 


— 


* 
> © 


\ 


0 V 
e the Houſe, can be regarded in no other Light din 


a Surrender of the Charter.” I am at a Loſs, Sir! 


to know what Idea he fixes to the Word ſurrender. 

It imports ſome Act of yielding up ſomething we are in 
Poſſeſſion of. But no Words of that Import are to be 
found in the Petitions. The former Part of them menti- 

ons the Miſchiefs and Aggrievances the People labour 
under in the preſent Form of Government, ariſing from 
the Nature of that Government. And in the Conclu” 
fion makes the very Deſign” and End of petitioning, 

the Enjoyment of thoſe © Privileges granted them by 
his Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, freed from the * 


s conveniencies incident to Proprietary Governments; 
and not a Word, nor even a Hint is contain d in them, 


that the Petitioners would ſurrender, or even wave them. 
Hence it appears, that the Petitions cannot be con- 
ſtrued into a Surrender, by the moſt tortured Inter- 
pretation, and without violating the Words; the Senſe, 
the very End and Deſign of them; and that this will 
be done, either by his Majeſty or his Miniſtry, the 
Opinion I entertain of their Juſtice, forbids me to 
ſuppoſe. And therefore 1 ſball leave this invidious - 


Reflection on his Majeſty and his Servants, to be 


nurſed and propagated by the Gentleman who has 


2 freely publiſhed it. 


To anſwer Wendy all the fuppoſititiot Reaſons 


and conjectural Arguments that have been offered by | 


the Gentleman, to prove that his 5; and Mini- 
ſtry will act with Violence, and deſert the Principles 
of Juſtice and Law, to take away our Rights without 


our Conſent, would be taking "up 3 your Time very 


unneceſſarily. Theſe Reflections groundleſsly be- 


ſtowed on them, with ſo little Decency and Reſerve, 
muſt, in every loyal Breaſt, create Diſguſt againſt the 
Author, not a Fear of becoming his Majeſty's imme- 


* SIE And as to the , whatever 
A Opinion 
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Opinion has been entertained of a former one, the 
preſent is compoſes of many different Members, who; 
are now. under the Influence of the belt of SA, 
We have made no Appeals to — 2 ad 


no Experience of their Injuſtice. But, 
be regardleſs of Juſtice; ſhould they incline to de- 


9258 us of our Liberties againſt our Conſent, we . 
ave the Satisfaction to know, with indiſputable Cer- 


tainty, that they cannot, . unleſs a Britzþ Parliament 
ſhould ratify their Injuſtice. 

Our Privileges do not depend on a Proprietary: 
Charter They are all confirmed by Laws of this 
Province; thoſe Laws have received the Royal Ap- 
probation, and are become thereby of equal Solidity 
with an Act of Paliament, and therefore they cannot be. 
repealed by any Power, but that of the King, Lords 


and Commons, | 
Ax have we not here, Sir, all the Security Reaſon 
can deſire, that our Privileges, thus ſolemnly con- 
firmed and never forfeited, will be preſerved on a. 
Change? I agree we have not, if we implicitly believe, 
the prophetical Conjectures of this Gentleman, For, 
ſays he, „this Affair is laid before the Parliament, 
<« the Deſires of the Miniſtry are inſinuated, the 
Rights of the Crown vindicated, and an Act paſſes. 
to deliver us at once from the Government of 
e Proprietors. and the Priyileges we enjoy.“ Is not 
this an amazing Suppoſition, contredicted by Reaſon 
and Experience? Is not this a moſt indecent Reflec- 
tion on a Britiſh Parliament ?—I ſhudder at the Ex- 
planation; but it is neceſſary.— According to this 
Doctrine, Sir, the King, Lords, and Commons, are 
the ſervile Dupes of the Miniſtry. Without Con- 
ſideration, without the leaſt Reaſon, in an Inſtant, a 
Law paſſes the whole Britiſh Parliament, at the 
1 „5 ⁴ P 


ould theß 
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Defire of the Miniftry, to blaſt our Liberties. Te 


1 


Royal Faith pledged to the Subject, is violated by 


Royalty itſelf,---and private Injuſtice is done by the 
wieſt 


| Faſtice in all Nations. 


. * 


A Sorrostriox ſo invidious, ſo deſtructive of 
tte public Reputation of the Brit Government, 
cannot gain Credit with the moſt Credulous. Ma- 


ny Inſtances mig ht be produced, wherein that ho- 


norable Body, the Houſe of Commons, have reject. 
ed the unjuſt Attempts of particular Minitters, on 
the Liberties of America. I will mention two, In 
the Year 1718, influenced by Miſrepreſentations, there 
was an Attempt to inforce Rojal” Inſtructions on 
- the Governors and Aſſemblies of the Colonies, as Laws; 
but the latter conceiving them inconſiſtent and deſtruc- 
tive of their Powers of Legiſlation, did not pay. that Re- 
gard to them that was required. Application was there- 
made to the Houſe of Commons, for a Law, to give 


them the ſame Force with an Act of Parliament. 


hut that Body, thought it extremely unjuſt, 


as it really was, to deprive Britiſh Subjects of 
thoſe Privileges which had been granted to them, 


and under which they had ſettled—and rejected the 


Application.— In the Year 1748, the like Attempt 
was again made, and it met with the fame Fate 


and Succeſs. Thus, Sir, we * a ' Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons, the Gunst of Britiſh Liberties, 
have not been found on Experience, ſo loſt to 
Juftice and Public Faith, as has been repreſented. — 


And we have no Reaſon to believe they are now 


grown' more Corrupt, or leſs Virtuous. 
Ap, Sir, ſhould an Application be rde to Parlia- 


ment, to new model our Conſtitution, when it is found 


| tit TI My Inſtructions, diſannulling the 


Powers 


| - . 
* 


ature in the Worle 9 for their 


Powers of Legiſlation, contrary to the Privileges grant- 


of our Petition.—That theſe Inſtructions have been 


the fole Impediments to. his Majeſty's Meaſures,” 
and the Protection of his Colonies, will they nor 


Juſtify the Legiſlature that oppoſed them ?— Will 
they not, countenance a Conduct ſo ſimilar to 

their own'?— Will they refuſe enforcing the Inſtructi- 
ons of the Crown, as a Thing illegal, unjuſt, and in- 
conſiſtent with the Rights of the Freemen of America; 
and yet approve and enforce the Inſtructions of pri- 
vate Subjects, founded on an unjuſt Attachment 
to their own private Intereſt? The Abſurdity, Sir, 
is too glaring to admit of a Suppoſition. 


Bur further to paint out Royal and Miniſterial 
Tnjuftice, in the blackeſt Colours, and to aggravate 
the dreadful Conſequences we are to expect from it, 
the Gentleman affirms, that We find, during the 
„late War, every Point, in which the Proprietaries 
thought fit to make any Oppoſition, decided 
*& againſt us.”— Here, Sir, the Gentleman has wan- 


dered widely from the Facts. In the Year 1759, the 


Time he alludes to, nineteen Acts, paſſed by this Le- 


iſlature, were preſented for the Royal Approbation; 


thirteen of them were confirmed, though five of the 


thirteen were warmly oppoſed by the Proprietaries, 


as inconſiſtent with the Royal Prerogatives. 


Tazy earneſtly conterided that the Nomination of 
Commiſſioners, in Supply Bills, ro diſpoſe of the 


public Money, was an Invaſion of his Majeſty's 
e Prerogatives and the Power and Privileges veſted” 
and yet this im- 
poftant Point was determined in our Favor, though | 
contrary to the Practice of Ages, in our Mother Country, 
where all the public Monies are diſpoſed of by the 


3* 


in them by the Royal Charter; 


Crown alone. ot THEY 
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& by the Royal Charter, is one of the Cauſes 
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Tuzy oppoſed, for the ſame Reaſon, che Confid 
mation of the Law to prevent the Exportation of bad 


and unmerchantable Staves, &c. becauſe their De- 


uty Governor had not the Nomination of the Of- 
= to put the Act in Execution; and yet this Act 
was confirmed and approved by the Crown. 


Tur Act to prevent the Exportation of unmer- 
chantable Bread and Flour, was oppoſed on the ſame 
Principle, but with as little Succeſs, on the Part of 
the Proprietaries. _ | Ge 


Tuxsz, with many other Points, too tedious to 


enumerate, were oppoſed with all the Proprietary 
Power and Influence, before the Miniſtry ; and yet, 
Sir, the Aſſembly ſucceeded, and Juftice was done 
the People of Penn/y/vania. After theſe irrefragable 

Proofs of Royal and Miniſterial Juſtice, if they ſhould - 

not ſucceed in prevailing on the Gentleman to alter 
his Sentiments and free Method of cenſuring them, I 
cannot doubt, but that they will at leaſt wipe away 


' theſe groundleſs Fears and frightful Apprehenſions he 


has endeavourcd to inculcate of the Loſs of our Pri- 
vileges by their unjuſt Meaſures. 

I vo not expect, upon a Change of Governors, that 
a perpetual Calm will enſue, or that no Conteſts will 
ever ariſe between the Ruler and the People. That 
would be vain indeed; an Expectation contradicłed 
by evident Experience and the very Nature of human 


Affairs. But, Sir, what I expect, and what every 


ſenſible Man muſt naturally foreſee, is, that public Dif- 
3 tes Will be very rare and uncommon. ith what 
aſe and Expedition was the public Buſineſs, and his 


_ "Majeſty's important Service carried on, during the. 


late War, in all the Royal Governments ?= Not a. 


Diſpute ot Murmur ſubſiſted between the Governors 


and 
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5 the Governed, in their ſeveral Legiſlatures. But 
In the two only utes Governments, in- America, 
w 


Proprietary Conteſts as conſtant and certain as 
the Meeting of their Legiſlatures. In one, his Maje- 
ſty's Meaſures for the Protection of his Colonies, re- 
ceived little or no Aſſiſtance at all; in the other, it met 
with great and pernicious Obſtructions. From whence 
does this Difference between Royal and Proprieta 

Governments ſpring ?— From whence do theſe Mit- 
chiefs ariſe ? I appeal, Sir, to the unbiaſſed and 
impartial, whether they do not proceed from the 
very Nature of Proprietary Governments.—In the for- 
mer, the Ruler has no ſiniſter Motive, no undue 
Biaſs to ſeduce his Attention from the public Weal, 
and the good of the People.— But in the latter, pri- 
vate Intereſt, like ſome reſtleſs Fiend, is always alive, 
is ever active: Active in perpetual Oppoſition to 
the true Intereſt of the Colony. Hence it is, that in- 


ceſſant Contentions muſt ever exiſt, until the Spirit of 


Liberty is worn out, and the People fatigued with 
Controverſy and Oppreſſion, ſhall ſervilely ſubmit to 
the Will and Pleaſure of the Proprietor. From theſe 
Miſchiefs, not to be avoided under our preſent Form 
of Government, I hope to be one of the Dappy In- 
ftruments of relieving my Country, by the Petition 
for a Change: And of conducting my fellow Sub- 
jects to a ſecure Haven, where, tho a Storm may 


once in an Age ariſe, they ſhall remain in Safety, 


nor dread the fatal Rocks of Proprietary private 
Intereſt, or Proprietary Influence. 8 8 


PAM me next, Sir, to attend che Gentleman in 
his Remarks on our Privileges; on which Head 1 
ſhall be brief.— ' | 


1 


„We here enjoy (we are told) chat beſt and 2 


- 


« ſt of all Rights, a perfect religious Freedom. — 82 
a | ''s SN | ER 8 '% 2 * 


as — 
. 


* 
4 
W 


beer * * 


So 
SB 
t 
+ 

. 

3 

4 

C 

' of 

* 7 

* 


* prac * * 


— © ESPE ITO 


3 "FS : 
- Ns By 4 


< 1 oo 5 
2 rr 


4 
do all P in every Royal Government under 
Wis Majeſty. 


„ Provincial Commiſſioners diſpoſe of our public 
< Money.” —So they do in New-York, New-Jerſey, 
Virginia, and Carolina ; and fo they may in every other 
Colony on the Continent. 


The Poſts of Honor and Proft are unfetter'd 
e with Oaths or Teſts.” —The People of 7erſey en- 
Joy the ſame Privileges as to Oaths; and in my 
Opinion, the ſame might be obtained in every other 
Government, on a proper Application And as to 
a Teſt, except the uſual Teſt required by Act of Par- 
lament, and common to all the King's Dominions, 
ſuch a Thing is not known in America, unleſs impoſed 

by the LAs of any e 


Thoſe who are 3 ſerupulous of 
taking an Oath, are admitted as Witneſſes in 
* criminal Caſes. '—Where this Scruple is rare in 
proportion to the Number of Inhabitants, a Govern- 
ment may, without great Inconvenience, refuſe to 
indulge it. But where ſo great a Part of the Peo- 
ple as in Pennſylvania, are ſubject to it, Neceſſity 
Will oblige a Government to allow an Affirmation, 
for its own Sake, if not for that of the Scrupulous, 
as otherwiſe Juſtice, one main End of Government, 
could not be obtained. I have never ſeen a Cal. 
culation, but I apprehend, the Numbers in this Pro- 
vince, ſcrupulous in this Point, may be juſtly com- 
puted one Third of the People: There being the Peo- 
ple called Quakers, the Moravians, Menoniſis, Dump- 
lers, and a great Number of the Iriſb and Dutch Preſby- 
terians, who have thoſe Doubts. Shou'd they be de- 
prived of the Privilege of an Affirmation, in lieu of an 
Oath, in all Probability, one Offender out of three, in 
every Kind of Crime, would * 19285 Impunity, for 
„ WAA 


In 
9 


(29). 


want of Teſtimony to convict the Criminal, For ſhould *© 
one of theſe People be robbed. alone, or ſhould 


he be robbed or murdercd, in the preſence of ario- 
ther of them, the Offender muſt Eſcape the Penalty 
of the Law, becauſe the Witneſs cannot ſwear. The 


like Inconvenience to the Public muſt happen, where 


any other Perſon is murdered in their Preſence ; 
to the great Encouragement of Offenders, and the 
Obſtruction of Juſtice. Hence, Sir, there can be 


no Danger, that a Colony, thus circumſtanced, will 


ever be deprived of this Privilege: Common Poli- 
cy, in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and the Safety 


of the People, in both Life and Property, forbid it. 


«< Our Legiſlation ſuffers no Checks from a Coun- 
« cil, inſtituted in fancied Imitation of a Houfe 
« of Lords.” But, Sir, have we not a Council de- 
pendant on the Will and Pleaſure of our Oppreſſors. 
infinitely more miſchievous ? And is it poſlible, 
that the Gentleman 1s fo little acquainted with the 
pernicious Effects of Proprietary Inſtructions, which 


not only check, but deſtroy, the Powers of Legifla- 


tion, and chain down the Diſcretion of both Branches 


. fo effectually, as to make them Cyphers in the Con- 


ſtitution? Inſtructions which render them the Re- 
ſemblance of the French Parliament, with only the Pow- 
er of forming and regiſtering their Maſter sEdidts—drf- 
tering only in this imbittering Circumſtance, that they 
are obliged to ſubmit to the Edicts of Royalty, but 
we to thoſe of private Men, no ways ſuperior to 
us in Birth, Education, Merit, or Dignity. 


% By the Right of Sitting on our own Adjourn- 
<< ments, we are ſecure of meeting when the pub- 
lic Good requires it.” But, Sir, let me alk. 

what Public Good,” what Service to our Country can 
we do, when Proprietary Inſtructions, and Proprietary 
Private Intereſt, is to inſlave our Judgments, and to 
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rale in our Councils—Has not long Experience 
taught us, that we muſt ſit Month after Month, 
fpending and waſting our Conſtituents Money, fruit- 
teſs and Fineffectual? In ſhort, Sir, theſe Privileges 
af Le giſlature, with that of our annual Elections, of 
8 the Gentleman fo much boaſts, are all fwal- 
lowed up and facrificed at the- Shrine of Proprie- 
tary Inſtructions, and the Meaſures of Power. They 


are now, Sir, but Leal Shadows, and chimerical No- 
tions. 


UxpzR thets unfortunate Circumſtances, arifingent 
ty from Proprietary Government, what Man that ever 
taſted of the Sweets of Liberty, that has the leaſt 
| Idea of Freedom remaining, can lay his Hand on his 
Heart, and dare whiſper the Aſſertion, that we peacea- 
= and fully apo our Rights and Privileges.” Surely, 
Sir, no greater Miſtake was ever affirmed, than that 
they are ſafe now; and no Truth more evident than 
that were we to loſe all our Charter Privileges, and only 
enjoy thoſe of the Royal Governments, our Situation 
then would be infinitely preferable to our preſent State. 


Bur, Sir, we are told, ſome of theſe Privi leges 
are contrary to the ſettled Prerogatives of the Crown, 
and therefore will be reſumed on an Application for a 
Change. I know of but one of them that is ſo, which 
is chat of Sitting on our own Adjournments, without a 
Power in the Governor to prorogue or diſſolve us; 
and I have already ſhewn that the King and Py 
cannot reſume it without the Aid of Parliament, and, 
Sir, I am confident, their Juſtice and Policy will ever 
ſecure to us, Privileges which we have dearly bought 
and never forfeited, and which are as much our Right 

as the Money in our . or any other en 


Aen. 


Acai, 


: 
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Ac, che Gentleman conjectures, that the 


Members of the eſtabliſhed Church will be very ac- 
tive in this Affair, and will exert themſelves to deprive 
the Diſſenters of their religious Rights and Freedom. 


For my Part I chearfully confeſs, I entertain a ve-. 


ry different Opinion of their Moderation and Bene- 
volence.— Gratitude to that Church, which has ſo 
long held the- Helm of Power, which has had, with- 
out uſing them, ſo many Opportunities of oppreſſing 
the Diſſenters, forbids me to entertain fo malevolent 


an Idea of them. Inſtead of oppreſſing them, they 


have, in many Inſtances, been extending their Rights 


and increaſing their Privileges, ever ſince the Revo- 
lution.— In the Caſe of Carolina, when both Pro- 


prietaries and People petitioned for a Chan no 
ſuch violent Meaſures were proſecuted, either by the 


King, the Miniſtry, the Parliament, or the Church 
of England. — His Majeſty and Miniftry, did not at- 


tempt to alter the Laws, or vary the Conſtitution.— 
The Matter was laid before the Parliament, and fuck 
was their Juſtice, which has been ſo muck 
oppugned and traduced, that they did not make the 


leaſt Alteration, but granted his Majeſty the Sum re- 


_ to purchaſe the Government and Soil.— Very 
1 


ſunilar were the Cixcumſtances of that Government 
at that Time, to thoſe of Pennſylvania now. — A Sa- 
vage Enemy, united with the Spaniards, were invad- 


ing their Frontiers, the People wanted Protection, and 
his Majeſty's Service was obſtructed by Proprietary 
Meaſures and Intereſts.—— The Colony was ſettled 
principally by Perſons of the eſtabliſhed Church, 


more _ than ſufficient to fill all the Offices of : 


Government; and yet, Sir, fo far was the Royal Ju- 
ſtice, or Miniſterial Deſigns, from depriving the Diſ- 
ſenters of their Liberties, that e the 
Change, they repealed the only Law of the Province, 


impoſing a Teſt on Diſſenters, or that affected their 


Libenies.— 


* 
0 


* 


* 


Liberties. After this ſo late an Inſtance of Royal 
and Miniſterial Goodneſs, what have we to Fear from 
our Petition? - Are we to be intimidated, and frigh- 
tend from purſuing the only Meaſure that can ſave 
our Privileges, by ſuch wild Conjectures, ſuch ima- 


Sinary Poſſibilities ? 


_ Tae Gentleman's Knowledge and Foreſight, car- 
nes him ſtill further. For he not only undertakes 
to foretell the Actions, but ſpeaks the very Words 
of the Parliament, when this Aftair ſhall come before 
them. He intimates, that they will ſay, Any In- 
* dulgencies ſhewn to the Colonies heretofore, were 
& like the Indulgencies of Parents to their Infants. 
They ought to ceaſe with that tender Age.” Did 
they ſay or act in this Manner, on any of the an- 
tecedent Changes from Proprietary to Royal Govern- 
ments. — A Charge this, full of the higheſt Indigni- 
ty and Aﬀront! And will that wite Body coun- 
tenance ſuch arrant Deception, ſuch unparalleled 
Fraud ?—They have not, they will not.— This is the 
tecond- Time I have ſeen this Doctrine publiſhed in 
Pennſylvania. I hope I may. never ſee it again. It 
never took its Origin, nor ever was thought of in 
our Mother Country. The Author of the Brief State, 
that common Enemy to the Liberties of America, 
built his laviſh Superſtructure for depriving her of 
her Privileges upon this Principle. The Crown, Sir, 
in 1681, with this ſole View, to ſettle this Colony, 
and to extend the Commerce of the Nation, granted 
to our Anceſtors the Privileges we ought now to 
enjoy. Thoſe good People left their Mother Coun- 
try, and every ſocial Connection, and wah infinite 
Toil, Expence, and Danger, unaſſiſted by the Crown, 
ſettled this remote Wilderneſs. To the great Increaſe 
of the national Commerce. And thus have fulfilled 
their Contract with the utmoſt Punctuality on their 
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En 
Parts. At firſt, Sir, our Privileges were of li 
Value; they cou'd be ſcarcely exerciſed or enjoyed. 
And now we are arrived at a Capacity to enjo' 
them, will our Mother Country retain the Benckk 
of our Labor, and deprive us of the Conſideration ? 
Honor, Reaſon, Juſtice, Virtue, forbid it. Let 
me ſuppoſe, by Way of Illuftration, That a Father 
ſends un Son into a diſtant Country, to perform for 
dim ſome eſſential. Service: And he grants him a 
Conſideration, which he is to have for the Perfor- 


mance. - The Son performs the Service with great 


'Toil- and Danger, and at his own Expence. Bur 
when he ſhould enjoy the Reward of his Fatigue 


His Parent arbitranily deprives him of the Conſide- 


ration. What Words, Sir, ſhall we find in on Lan- 
guage, to deſcribe the Idea of a Conduct to baſe 
and fraudulent ?—And how groundleſs and affrontive 
mult ſuch an Imputation be to a Briti Parliament? 


Oos Right to petition for a Change, calls next 


for my Conſideration. This, Sir, it is contended, 
we © have no Right to do, without the almoft univerſal 


* Conſent of the People, expreſt in the plaineſt Man- 
* ner.” This Poſition appears to me as ftrange as it 


is abſurd. It is contradicted by the Experience and 
Practice of all Ages and Nations. There is ſcarcely 


one Government in the civilized World, that now re- 


tains its original Form. And I believe none, Sir, 
that has been changed by the expreſſed univerſal Con- 
ſent of the People. Innumerable Inſtances might be 
adduced of this Truth, from antient and modern Hif- 
tory ; but a few from the latter may ſuffice. Was 


the glorious WIILIAM, the Deliverer of the Engliſh 


Nation from Bigotry, Su ition, and Slavery, 
veſted with Briti/h Regali the declared univerſal 
Aſſent of the People? Was the Stadtholder elected 
without conſiderable Oppoſition in the States of Hol- 
- fund? —— They were not. | | 
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Tuis Province, gr, was ori inally + 2 
Governor, a Provincial Council of Seventy, a A 


Houſe of Repreſentatives, ' conſiſting of two Hundred. 


And in this Council. the Governor had but a . treble 
Vote. — This was our original Form of Govern- 
ment eftabliſhed in 1682, by the Proprietor and Ad- 
venturers. And yet we find that in 1701, this Frame 


of Government was, after it had undergone vati- 


ous Changes, finally ſurrendgred by ſix Parts in ſeven 


of the Aſſembly met, without - conſulting. their Conſti- 


luents, and our preſent Charter accepted. This 
Change then is either valid or it is not ;—it was 
either made on good Authority, or it was not. — In 
either Caſe the Doctrine of univerſal Conſent is abſurd 


or miſchievous.— If it is valid, then the Reſolution of 


this Houſe for a Change, aſſented to by nine Tenths 
of the Members met, muſt be valid alſo. If it is not 
valid, then all our Privileges, derived under our pre- 
ſent Charter, fo much boaſted of by the Gentleman, 
vaniſh, being founded on no Authority, and we 
muſt recur to the old inconvenient and ſcarcely * 


ticable Form of Government. 


# a 4 


Brsipzs, Sir, the Right in this Houſe to petition 
for a Change, whenever they think it neceſſary for the 
Welfare of their Conſtituents, is founded on, and 


eſtabliſned by the very Terms of our preſent Charter. 


Six Parts in ſeven of the Aſſembly met, have Authori 
to. alter, change, or diminiſh the Form and Effect 
thereof, 8 85 3 or n the e of ES 


| the Peo 


Fun ruxR to expoſe the Abſurdiry of this Aſſertion ; 
Adios Power will ever have Numbers to ſupport | 
it; without this, Power could not become arbi- 


trary. And ſhould People oppreſſed, wait for. this 
univerſal Aſſent, Changes never would happen, and. 


meir Slavery never end.— What is right and neceſ-· a 
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/ for the Safety of the People, virtuous Men, en 


truſted with their Welfare, will ever purſue, tho' 


Millions and Mountains oppoſe.— Salus Populi eſt 
ſuprema Ler.— Let this Principle and this alone; 
freed and. unſhackled with any other Conſideration, 
actuate our Conduct, and , we ſhall ever ſecure. a 


ſelf-approving Conſcience, which is of higher Eſti- 


mation than the greateſt Wealth, che moſt inva- 
luable Jewels. - | 


- Þ 


* 


"uw: Sir, I 8 be lad to Kark what is meant 
bs this almoſt univerſal Conſent. —Is it the Conſent” 
of two Thirds, nine Tenths, or of ninety-nine out 
of an Hundred of the People? Where will this 
vague and indeterminate Rule end. We have the 
Satisfaction to know that our Conduct is ſupported,. 
and the Meaſure we are taking approved of, by 
a very great e of the 2 and all the 
independant Lovers of Liberty; not merely from 
2 to his Majeſty, now before the Houſe, 
but by our mixing among them, during our Receſs, 
and various other Means of conſulting their Incli. | 
nations.— It is to them we are accountable ; 3 and 
if we have their Ap 2 it is all we ought 
to expect; their Di problitiou,. is all we . 


0 


„ #* * % 
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1 Ft tdi. I will ede Sir, ah 
move the. Surprize, Grief, and Terror,“ with whick. 
the Form of our intended Petition to the Crown 


has ſtruck him. If, Sir, a true Repreſentation of 


the uncommon Miſchiefs which attend the Liber- 
ties of a free People, ariſing from the very Nature 


of Proprietary Governments.—If a true State of our 


ſent Confuſion, both in and out of our public. 
ouncils—If a juſt Account of our preſent Inſecu- 


I wy of Lie and Eſtate, om to the Crown, be a,. 


F 2 jut. 
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juſt Cauſe of Terror, then the Gentleman's Pan- 
nick 15 juſt. But, Sir, theſe Things I conceive are 
rather Cauſes of Joy than Fear. Tis from hence we 


muſt hope to be relieved from our preſent unhap - 
he e T 


». 


Bur we ſhould. not have informed his Majeſty, 
that Pennſylvania is a Scent of Confuſion ;, that 
« armed Mobs are marching from one Place to 
“another, &c. And are not theſe Things true? 
—Armed Mobs, hot one: only, bud three, in the 
Space of a few Months, have marched from Place 
to Place, broke open the public Gaol, and perpe- 
trated with Impunity, the moſt horrid Murders in 
cool Blood —in the Face of the Magiſtracy, and defi- 
ance of the Government. And to add to their 
Villainy, they came to the capital City, with the 
ſame black Deſign, determined, if e may judge 
from their Threats, to wreak their Vengeance not 
only on the Indians, bar upon ſome of the Mem- 
bers of Government itſelf. Nor was the Govern- 
ment capable of defending itſelf, or the People 
under its Care. No, Sir, our preſent Safety, and 
for aught I know, our preſent Exiſtence, is owing 
to the King's Treops, and a few brave Volunteers, 
the Friends of Liberty, of public Virtue, and of 
Government. And ſhall we be afraid to reveal 
ſuch imminent Danger ! Such extreme Diſtreſs !- 
to the beſt of Kings? — And when ſuch. Confuſion, 
ſuch horrid Guilt, ſuch heinous Offences, take Place in a 
dependant Colony, with Impunity; when the Govern- 


ment itſelf refuſes or neglects, or is incapable to afford 


Redreſs, does it not become a matter of the higheſt. 
Neceſſity and Wiſdom ? Is it not our indiſpenſable 
Duty, to repreſent theſe Things in their true Light 
to the ge: who alone can preſerve us from ſuch 
inexpreſſible Evils y | e 
* Bor, 


1 5 


Bor, Sir, ſhould we wave theſe Things, „ 
> draw. our Petition in a different Dreſs, can we. an- 
nihilate the Meſſages between the Governor and. 
Aſſembly? Can we. withdraw the Governor's Pro- 
clamations ? Can we hold the Hands of his Ma- 
. jeſty's General, whoſe Aid we were obliged to ac- 
cept, from giving the Intelligence? Can we ſtop. 
the Mouths, and. cloſe the Eyes of all England and. 
America, or prevail on his Majeſty, or the Mamiſtry, 
to bury in Oblivion what they have, cer now, y 
often read and heard ?— If we. cannot do theſe. 
Things, how vain and ridiculous muſt our Attempt. 
be, to hide theſe Tumults and Murders from the 
Roy al Knowledge, ſhould it be thought prudential 
or uſeful ? But, Sir, that cannot be; for the Aſſem-- 
bly of Carolina repreſented their Government in the 
ſame State of Confuſion, and want of Protection, 
: in their Petition for a Change; and no ill, bur: 
| very good. Conſequences attended. it. 


Ir. the Gentleman has been ſtruck with Terror 
at the. Form of our: Petition, I own, Sir, I am 
ſtruck with more Amazement at his Conduct in endea- 
vouring to palliate the horrid Murders committed 
by theſe Inſurgents. I have heard him in this 

Houſe, expreſs "himſelf with genuine , 133 and 
Indignation againft them.— I have heard him deno- 
minate theſe firſt of Crimes by their proper Names; 
have heard him paint them in their 8 Co- 
lours.— But he ſeems now afraid to call them Crimes, 
and adopts the ſoft and palliating Term, * Folly,” - 
He repreſents them as repenting Men, convinced 
of their Errors,” and the Conduct of the Houſe 
as unbecoming, in calling them “ armed Mobs,” 
which he repreſents as . painting them in the ſtrong- 
e eſt Colours.” He wou'd perſuade ns to beheve, 

& they have renounced all Thoughts of Joh wild 
% Attempts for the future.“ Is 


/ 


8 25 ) + ©: 0 
$ be it 'not "affoniſhin that 2 ' Genilenian, who a 
lately could paint ting: Offences in the moſt aggra- 
vated Light, Hhould now ſoften them into nothing 
more think an Act of Polly : And ſhould charge this.” 
Houſe with Indecency, in deſcribing with ſo much 
Moderation, a Set of Villains, who in Defiance of 
the Laws, 90 Magiſtracy, the Government, and 
Heaven itſelf, had murdered a Number of innocent 
Men, Women, and Children, in cool Blood: Who 
exulting and glorying in the Act —attempted to add 
to their Crime, by reſolving to maſſacre a Hundred 
and fifty more, together with ſome of the beſt Men 
in the Government: For ſuch was their Deſign, if 
we may rely on their own Declarations and Threats. 
What Wind has occaſioned this ſudden tack in the 
Sentleman's Conduct, I ſhall not preciſely deter- 
mine. — Thus much I will add, That it muſt be 
ſome erroneous Policy, not Reaſon or Virtue; for 
Murders of the higheſt Rank cannot be PRI. , 
on either of thoſe Principles. 8 0 > | 
T1 HE firſt Riot in this i that I can re- 
collect, was ſpirited up by the Tools of Power, to 
deſtroy the Freedom of Elections; the ſecond by 
the ſame Perſons, to intimidate the Houſe of Re- 
preſentatives into the arbitrary Meaſures of the Govern- 
5 ment; the third to murder and deſtroy innocent Peo- 
. ple, his Majeſty's Allies, on their Settlements, under 
the Protection of the Government; the fourth, ſtill 
more aggravated, to murder, in cool Blood, Men, 
Women and Children, under the anmediate Care 
of the Magiſtracy, and in their Preſence; and the 
fifth ſtill more heinous and aggravated than all the 
the others, to murder a Number of People under 
"the immediate Eye of the Governor, and the 
Frotection of his Majeſty's Troops law were the 


246: Ta of . elf 1 to have 8 free. 
from 
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98 from the horrid Maſſacre, had net theſe waer. | 


been ſtopped: in their Career; not by any 


in the Government, for that was ineffectual, bur e 


by the King's Troops, and the voluntary Aid öf 


the Citizens' of 'Philadelphia—— Let us take 2 ſe- 


rious View of theſe Facts, and then determine whit 


. Reaſon we have to expect theſe dangerous Tumults 


are at an End.—Are nat the Murderers ſtill rang- 
ing the Country with Impunity? Has the Govern- 


ment made the leaſt Enquiry after the Criminals;; 


lifted a Finger, or given an Order for their Pu- 


niſhment, tho requeſted to do it by this Houſe; 


and are not theſe Things the moſt evident Proofs 


of our Inſecurity, and of the greateſt Diſreſpect 


to a Proprietary Government, and that it has not 
either Power ſufficient, or Incli nation, to afford, 


* 0 
o 


Protecticn to his Majeſty's. Sutgefts.: 4? Wes 


5 Sir, the Gentleman would perſuade us to. 


believe he is well acquainted with their Conduct, 
their Penitence, and their future Deſigns, - and 
that they, by ſome uncommon” Attonement, have 
_- wiped away the * Guilt of their heinous 5 
and never intend to commit them more. | 


Wu. AT 8 the * bes wi 
them, or what private Intelligence he has received 
of their Penitence, are yet unknown, as he has not 
communicated them. But Riots and Murders, Sir, 
when once begun, encouraged - and ſupported - by 
ſuch Numbers as theſe have been, ſeldom ceaſe, 


till the Offenders are puniſhed, or their Deſigns 
ſucceed : But like the 


ſome ſuperior Force. And the daily Threats of t 


lawleſs People, with the infamous Pamphlets continù- 
ally nnn, to ara and encourage them, do 


not? 


* — 
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ing Flame, once kindled, 
will conſume all before them, unleſs extinguiſhed b 
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not demönſtrate che leaſt Intention in chem co eg 
their Conduct, or the leaſt Wiſh in their wicked 
Kbetcors, chat they ſhould do .o. „ 


23 (he ſays) that we ſhall: furniſh a Reaſon 
for ſettling a Military Eſtabliſhment upon us, &c. 
by thus repreſenting - the Government in Confu- 
* ſfion.”—A Military © Eſtabliſhment is already, and 


will be more effectually eſtabliſhed in the Colonies. 


This ſeems the determined unalterable Reſolution 
of a Britiſh Parliament. Nothing leſs will ever ſecure 
them Protection in their preſent anten State. There 
is no Alternative between this Meaſure and a gene- 
ral Union, to inſure us Protection againſt the foreigh 
Invader. Such an Union has been already 2 7 
ied, and ſuch an one we ſhall now never enjoy: 
Our Superiors think it convenient to keep. us in 
another State; and therefore we ſhall undoubted- 
dy have this Meaſure, which has ſtruck the Gen- 
tleman with ſo much Terror and Pannick, eſtabliſn- 
ed, whether the Government is changed or not. The 
Queſtion then ariſes, whether we had rather have 
2 Military Eſtabliſhment in a Government under 
the Crown, or the Proprietaries—Impartial Reaſon, 
free from Proprietary Attachment, will ſoon deter- 


— * 


mne. — The "Crown has no private Intereſt to pro- 
rt the F Good wil be i en Gljedd, 
and therefore will never make uſe of it to our 
Diſadvantage. All the Inconveniency we ſhall ſuf- 
fer by being immediately under the Crown, will 
be a propottionable Part of the Aids to ſupport 


the Troops. But the Proprietaries have great pri- 


vate Intereſt; an Idol to which they have been long 
facrificing the public Weal, without Fear or Remorle. 
They willundoubtedly then endeavour to make ule of the 
Military Men to ſerve that Intereſt, to dragoon the Peo- 
ple into their Meaſures ; the Meaſtires of Slavery and. 
Dppreſſion.——Experience hath already convinc os | 


4a) | 


EY b Den dud of the zoverment ti 
9. gn BY g of the late War, ſufficiently proves. 
it. Should the Military Power, in 3 Government 
under, the, Crown, miſbehave, we ſhould, u upon com- 

| Br, be redreiled.—- No Perſon of Influence there, 

of th it their * to interfere in Support 
m, contrary, to; th of the People —- 
But if ſuch a Fower 8 made Tubſervient to Pro- 
1 will not the Principals in thoſe 
Meaſures ,tuppo that y Power $.- <a will not 
that e ere, prevent our obtaining Rex. 
lie? Hence, Sir, it is cl , ſipce we muſt. have a. 
military Power e bIithed. in America; nay, ſince 
i 5 J it will be infinitely; leſs miſ- 
fs fatal. 9. our Liberties to be- 

come che cee Subj ects of his. Majeſty; chan 


©, 


1 remain under our preſent Governmeht. 


The Gentleman. aſſerts; that i With 133 ; 
1 Vigilance” ay undaunted Virtue, ſhould a free 
* Fey cOple wa ch againſt the Encroachments of Pow- 
* be! $i meaning the Power of the Egon.) 1. 


we 


pres, Sis, We * ought to guard againſt the En- 

n of. a Kind of Power. The Power 

FL a Proprietaries, as well as of the Crown.— 
The Þ Pxteat_of the latter we — the Royal Go- 


res ſhews i its Limits; they are Khon and con- 


fined; Ang rare it is, that an N made 
to” exiend Mm. But wh ere 4 oprietary -Power will 
te rrrinare, © whe: be. fixt, and its 


i Wn 4% 


been extended. 


(,42.), 


PzxMIT me, Sir, to anſwer a few Queftions the 
Gentleman has put, by ferionſly aſking him a few 
others. — Have we not 8 he) ſufficiently. felt 
« the Effects of Royal Reſentment?” Royal Re- 
ſentment, Sir, indecently deſcribed by the Gentle- 

man in ſuch aggravated Colours, has been diſpenſed 
with Royal Moderation.— Byt why ſo much Ran- 
cour againſt the Royal Conduct? And why ſo 
tender of Proprietary Miſrepreſentations, Proprietary 
Hatred and IIl-will againſt the good People of this 
Province, the true Cauſes of the Royal Diſpleaſure ? 
Here, Sir, if Juſtice took Place, would the Shafts 
and Darts of the Gentleman be pointed. Here it 
would be juſt. But let me aſk, what ill Effects 
have flowed from the Royal Reſentment ?— What 
Liberties: has it deprived us of? — What Privileges 
has it deſtroyed ?!—— None. But, Sir, have we not 
felt the Iron Rod of Proprietary Inſtructions, and 
Proprietary private Intereſt, wounding and deſtroy- 
ing the moſt eſſential Rights a People can enjoy? 


* 


= 


Is not the Authority of the Crown fully enough | 
cc exerted over us?“ I have ſeen no undue Exerti- 
ons of the Royal Authority in this Province. Bug” A 
has not the private Authority of the Proprietarigs, _ 9 
been ſo exerted, that the People have often wanted 
Protection, and Thouſands been ſacrificed to their Ar-._. 
bitrary Uſurpations? If, Sir, the Gentleman was 


truly concerned for the Welfare of h. Country, | 
would he not be more concerned to femove che 


arbitrary Attempts of Proprietary Ifftereſt, © inſtead 
of abuſing the Authority gf, &? From whence, 

tho' we have received affatherly”Reproof, we have 
received no Injury He certainly wou de. 
I have not heard ore ſolid 
the Gentleman, to alter my Opi- 
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To conclude, 


f „ 5 
Anrgument drop fro 
1 2 mid 4 ” * p< 

1 . '* 's $ 25 ay. 
N * 4 3 * 2 wt * 4 = P - 
fs. S * 
* I = 1 


(4) 


A Chon.” Nor do believe, his Eloquence "M ha 


the Sentiments of one Member in the Houſe. — We 
are too well acquainted with the Facility, and Secu- 
rity to our Privileges, with which this Meaſure may 
be carried into Execution. And : therefore we have 
too great 2 Regard for our Country to lay it aſide. 
It has been often mentioned in this Houle, and 
ſufficient Documents to prove it, have been laid 
en the Table, That Mr. Pzwv, the firſt Proprietor, 
conſcious that the Powers of Government could not 


be always retained in his Family, actually made a 


Contract with the Crown, to reſign them for a 
Sum of Money, of which he received Part. That 
| this Contract till ſubſiſts in full Force That by 
| this Contract, the equitable Right is, beyond Con- 
troverſy, in the Crown.—And that his Majeſty may 
readily obtain the legal Right, upon paying the 
Reſidue of the Money, by a Suit in Chancery, ſhould 
the preſent Proprietaries have the Preſumption in 
ſo an a Caſe, to enter into a Conteſt with the 
King about it. Beſides, Sir, I have ſeen the Opi- 
nion of ſome very great Men, his Majeſty's - Ser. 


* vants, and often near his Perſon, That the Powers 


| of Government is an Intereſt that cannot be tranſ- 
 Fertd or-alien'd. If this Opinion be a good one, 
28 — clear it is, the Right of Government can- 
in our preſent Proprietaries, but in the 
ach of their Family.— And further, It is 
certain, the Piopticrarit ſtand indebted to the 
Crown for the Moiety of the Rents, Iſſues, and 
Profits of the th Gounties, Ordinary and Extra- 


Ader 


ordina ah , everſince the Year 682, which, upon a mode - 
C 


rate Calculation, muſt amount to ty Thou d Pounds 
Sterling, clear of all Expen and . 
Under theſe Circumſtances, mf it not be the 258 


eſt Preſumption iu the Propfietaries, to 
Royal Reſu umption of the Nomination of LY 
. 82 f 


— 
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por of this e are che W 
i | am confident” Will LE. Sing 00 ne ae 
| - Be of our- Liberties, and e $ Falk | 
= 112 h 
| 


ful Subjects in this Pee 1 54 
and Bondage, which Proptietary Inftfuctions „ and 


* men have N upon den, — 


MWMWWWirn great Pro riety, 2 Political Body has often 
; been 2 8 * human "Chnllitittig. - | Let 
ſuppoſe tha; That a human Conſtitution is TE 
by 2 violent Diſeaſe, the Effef : whereof ps near. 
ly deſtroy d the Powets of and vita 1 
and Nature is no longer capible: of ſtruggling for 
3 | Relief.—ls not this the Time to apply the Remes by? 
. and would any but a Quack, wait in Hopes of 
IJ | ſome lucky Criſis, until the Diſorder | ew too pow. 
erful for Nature and Medicine 4 2 Powers of 
Legiſlature truly reſemble the Soul whic animates 


and Ubedks the" onduct and 150 aviour of, the poll 
tical Inſtitution. An upri hr Adminiſtration of Juſ⸗ 
tice reſembles the ative. B which, by its 17 8 

and uninterrupted Courſe, preſeryes and ſupports its. «| 
Health and Vigor. In theſe two. vital Parts, ich, 
many others, the Fever of Ambition and arbitr F 
Power, is, and has been continually 
ninremitting Violence. The Powers G Kan 

are ſo check'd and controled, that they are moſt 


annihilated—The Courts of Judicature: are 10 dependant 

en Proprietary Influence, that Wherever Proprietary * 
ntereſt is in Queſtion, the Stream of Juſtice 7 _ 
turbid and ick, that it can. n r diſcharge 


its Duty, Security of Lifg and Eft: te is become 
empty ſame, and the rit of Liberty diſtreſt fax 
| ftorts for her N 


ff olution. Nothing but a 
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untortunate State of Penn/ylpania, 
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evive or reſtork her. And if ſuch a Medicine can 


be obtained, ſhall we not even attempt to obtain it 


5 P , 


before the midnight Gloom approaches, and fatal Death 5 
puts an End to our Struggſes? This, Sir, is not an F 
Aggravation of our Circumitances ;; it is the true nc 
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